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Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of €2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override,; 

+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty# Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 


CALL 01245 396910 


This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website do es not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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Goodbye to the little man 
who was a comedy giant 


FORK handles! Four candles? Classic 
Two Ronnies’ word play that relies 
on nothing more than the foibles of 
the English language to generate 
humour. 

There’s no swearing, there’s no 
nudity, there’s no violence. It is just a 
funny sketch and do you know what? 
Kids still get the joke. 

They love puns and rhymes and all 
the other simple tricks our beautiful 
language has given us. 

When I was a kid, I laughed at that 
sketch on the telly on a Saturday 
night. As a grown up I now appreci¬ 
ate the cleverness and simplicity of 
the joke. F U NE X anyone? 

Of course now my laughter will be 
tinged with sadness at the passing of 
Ronnie Corbett, who was a friend of 
the county - with a holiday home in 
Broadstairs. 

His comedy partner Ronnie Barker 
and he, along with Eric and Ernie, 
and Tommy Cooper helped define a 
generation’s sense of humour. 


Now it may not be to my wife’s 
taste but I truly hope my children 
will take something from my love of 
word play. 

Ronnie Corbett has been univer¬ 
sally mourned as a comedy giant and 
as a true gentleman - a genuinely 
nice chap, who had time for every¬ 
body and always wore a smile. 

He valued his fans, appreciated 
their affection and genuinely liked 
meeting them. ‘He had time for 
everyone’ the tributes kept repeating. 

I wonder how many of today’s 
celebrities fall into the same 
category? 

Additionally, I hope you enjoy this 
week’s KoS as we look at the latest 
news from around the county as well 
as featuring the growing trend for 
camping out in a church. 

We also look at plans to boost 
cycling and carry two different 
stories featuring some very brave 
men indeed. 

Enjoy your weekend. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 


Contents 

News 

05 Academy 
agonies 

Anger at bid to change 
status of all schools 

06 Inadequate 
free teaching 

Inspire in Chatham 
slated by Ofsted 

12 Crossing the 
big divide 

Consultation closes on 
Option C at Gravesend 

14 From garden 
to festival 

The story behind the 
LeeFest phenomenon 


19 Cycling’s 
revolution 

Can county cope with 
plans to boost bikes? 

39 We meet real 
street heroes 

Taking a look at work 
of the street pastors 

The Arts 
43 The call to 
Ireland 

Musical is set against 
historical backdrop 

45 Tribute to 
rocker Rory 

Sinnerboy recreate the 
sound of tragic star 




HOW TO CONTACT US... 

Publisher: Simon Irwin 
Email simon.irwin@archant.co.uk 
Editor: Chris Britcher 
Email chris. britcher@ archant. co ,uk 
Address: Kent House, 81 Station 
Road, Ashford TN23 1PP 
Editorial: News: 01233 653475 
Sport/Leisure: 01233 653479 
Email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Advertising: 

Jobs/Notices: 01233 653461 
Business: 01233 653461 
Email appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 
Retail/Leisure/Motors: 01233 653461 
Email sales@kosmedia.co.uk 
Distribution: 01233 653470 


FOLLOW US ONLINE @ 

• kentnews.co.uk 

• kentnews.co.uk/mobile 

• jobsforkent.co.uk 

• homes24.co.uk 

• drive24.co.uk 

• twitter@kosmedia 

Published in Kent and printed by Archant Print, 
division of Archant Community Media Limited 
(Co Reg No 19300). Registered Office: Prospect 
House, Rouen Road, Norwich NR1 IRE 


ARCHANT 


} 


Food & Drink 

48 Have you 
voted yet? 

We look for best of the 
county’s food and drink 

Sport 

55 Eagles swoop 
for Freddie 

Margate’s Ladapo off 
to join Crystal Palace 


Plus 

Seven days . Page os 

Feedback . page so 

Images of Kent... .. Page 51 

Driving .Page 52 




kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


Week ending April 3,2016 3 



















Developed in 
partnership with: 


ASHFORD 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


Kent 

Councy 

Cwngl 

iirt|NiA 


4 Week ending April 3,2016 


\m 

Homes & 

Communities 

Agency 


housmg&care21 

kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 






Calleywell Lane, Aldington, Kent TN25 7FZ 


A stylish new extra care development, 
comprising 33 apartments, available for 
shared ownership sale or rent. 

The development has extensive 
communal facilities, together with care 
and support services on site 24 hours 
per day, to give you total peace of mind. 

For rental information, please contact 
Ashford Housing Services on: 

01233 330688 

housingservices@ashford.gov.uk 


For sales information, please contact 
Housing & Care 21 sales team on: 

0345 608 4021 

sales@housingandcare21 .co.uk 
www.housingandcare21.co.uk 


Prices from: 

£ 110 , 000 * 

* based on a 50% share of a two bedroom apartment 
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Campaigners warn of 
academy school divide 



By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


PLANS to force all state schools to 
convert to academies will create 
“an even wider gulf” in the 
county’s secondary schools, a 
campaign group has announced. 

Kent Education Network (KEN) 
claims academy groups, will 
“cherry pick” secondary schools 
depending on their performance as 
schools are converted in the next 
four years. 

The change would see schools 
receive funding directly from the 
government rather than the local 
authority. 

Each academy has to follow the 
same rules on admissions, special 
education needs and exclusions as 
state schools. 

Head of Research at KEN, Dr 
Michael Collins, said: “The 
government’s proposals are deeply 
unpopular with teachers, parents 
and local authorities. 

“The planned changes are likely 
to bring even deeper divisions 
between our children. 

“There is a shortage of academy 
chains which can only mean 
successful trusts fighting over 


popular and successful schools, 
while troubled schools will be left 
with any trust willing to take them 
on.” 

During the announcement, Dr 
Collins also voiced his concerns 
over the current “divide” between 
Kent’s schools. 

“The education divide in Kent is 
already a serious problem: a 
quarter of children who fail the 
Kent Test end up in schools classed 
by Ofsted as ‘requiring improve¬ 


ment’, yet every child who passes 
the eleven-plus is assured of a good 
school. The gap can only get wider 
as ambitious academy trusts refuse 
to take on Kent’s struggling 
schools because the trusts 
themselves will in future be ranked 
by means of league tables.” 

The announcement to change all 
schools in the country to acad¬ 
emies came in last month’s budget. 

In the announcement the 
chancellor of the exchequer George 


Osborne said: “Providing great 
schooling is the single most 
important thing we can do to help 
any child from a disadvantaged 
background succeed. 

“It’s the single most important 
thing we can do to boost the 
productivity of our economy. 

“I am providing extra funding so 
by 2020 every primary and 
secondary school will be, or be in 
the process of becoming, an 
academy.” 


Successful Ashford actor is 
nominated for Bafta award 


Children’s homes in 
the county visited 
2,600 times by police 


CHILDREN’S homes in Kent have 
been visited by Kent police more 
than 2,600 times since 2013, it was 
revealed today. 

The Howard League for Penal 
Reform revealed children living in 
homes are being criminalised at a 
much higher rate compared with 
others their age. 

Among 13 to 15-year-olds, 
children living in homes are almost 
six times as likely to be criminalised 
as looked after children in other 
placements and almost 20 times 
more likely than a child not in care. 

The charity suggests there is a 
problem with the current care 
system in England and Wales, 
leading to staff calling the police over 
minor incidents. Findings have been 
published in a report from charity, 
Criminal Care - Children’s Homes 
and Criminalising Children. 

The report states: “Levels of 
criminalisation of children in 
children’s homes increase dramati¬ 
cally between the ages of 13 and 15. 


“The children who are being 
criminalised whilst teenagers are the 
same children who, when younger, 
were sympathetically viewed as 
vulnerable, innocent and highly 
deserving of society’s help and 
protection. 

“There appears to be a ‘tipping 
point’ around the age of 13, at which 
time these children lose society’s 
sympathy and, rather than being 
helped, they are pushed into the 
criminal justice system.” 

Frances Crook, chief executive of 
the Howard League for Penal 
Reform, said: “These children have 
been taken into care because they 
are in dire need and their parents 
cannot, or will not, look after them. 

“They are wonderful young people 
who have had a really bad start in 
life. They deserve every chance to 
flourish. Private companies, 
charities and local authorities that 
are paid a fortune by the taxpayer 
should give these children what they 
need and deserve.” 


ASHFORD-bom actor Mark 
Rylance has been nominated for 
best leading actor at this year’s 
Bafta TV awards. 

The 56-year old was bom in the 
county before his family moved to 
America, where he was raised. 

Mr Rylance - who recently won 
the best supporting actor Oscar for 
his role in Steven Spielberg movie 
Bridge of Spies - has been 


FIFTY firefighters tackled a 
deep-seated blaze at a scrap yard 
on Eningham Industrial Esate in 
Ashford on Thursday (March 31). 

Three main jets were used to 
tackle the blaze, with additional 
water supplies provided via a bulk 
water carrier, hydrant and by using 
special pumps to take water from a 
nearby open water source. 

Kent Fire and Rescue Service 


nominated for his role in BBC 
drama Wolf Hall. 

Set in Tudor England, the show is 
an adaptation of two of Hilary 
Mantel’s novels - Wolf Hall and 
Bring Up The Bodies. 

Mr Rylance plays Thomas 
Cromwell - King Henry VUI’s chief 
minister. 

The Bafta TV awards will be 
taking place on May 8. 


faced challenging conditions as the 
deep-seated fire involved scrap 
metal, cars and tyres, which made 
getting access to the source of the 
blaze difficult. Mechanical 
machinery was used to break up 
the stack and stop the blaze from 
spreading. 

Eight fire engines were called to 
the scene, and residents were 
advised to keep windows closed. 


Fifty firefighters tackled a 
'deep-seated' Ashford blaze 
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Sheerness motorcyclist 

A MOTORCYCLIST is in a critical but stable condition 
after a crash on the M2 on Wednesday (March 30). 

At around 5pm a green Kawasaki motorcycle was 
involved in a crash with a black Lexus and a Mercedes 
lorry The rider of the bike, a man in his 20s from 
Sheerness, suffered multiple injuries. 

He was airlifted to hospital from the scene of the 


in hospital after crash 

crash, just beyond the slip road where traffic joins from 
junction four. 

Sergeant Hannah Brown said: “We already have a 
number of eyewitness to what happened, but I urge 
anyone who saw this collision, who has yet to contact 
us, to please do so as soon as possible on 01622 
798538, quoting reference AH/55/16.” 


Chatham special needs 
school slammed in 
damning Ofsted report 


By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


THE LEADERSHIP of a free school 
for special needs children in Med¬ 
way has been branded inadequate 
in an Ofsted report. 

Inspire Free Special School in 
Chatham was rated as inadequate in 
all categories, including quality of 
teaching, outcomes for pupils and 
personal development, behaviour 
and welfare. 

In the report published by the 
schools regulatory body, investiga¬ 
tors criticised the leadership at the 
school. 

It said: “Leadership at all levels is 
inadequate. The principal and other 
leaders have not secured effective 
provision in key areas, such as the 
quality of teaching and pupils’ per¬ 
sonal development and welfare.” 

The report also highlighted a lack 
of staff causing the school’s decline: 
“The absence of staff in key positions 
mean that the headteacher has no 
support to stop or tackle the recent 



OFSTED : Sir Michael Wilshaw 

decline in standards.” 

The quality of work given to stu¬ 
dents was challenge by Ofsted, who 
claimed pupils at the secondary 
school were not challenged and had 
poor attitudes to their learning. 


Exclusions at the school are con¬ 
sidered to be “higher than is typical 
and are increasing”. 

A spokesperson from the school 
said: “We are clearly disappointed 
with the findings of the Ofsted in¬ 
spection which took place as the 
school was preparing to move to a 
new sponsor as we, and our govern¬ 
ing body, had already identified that 
we needed extra support. 

“The school had a very successful 
year after opening in 2014. We are 
very proud of the work we do with 
some of Medway’s most vulnerable 
children and, as Ofsted notes, staff 
care about the students and our ar¬ 
rangements for safeguarding are 
effective. 

“The school is already acting to 
address Ofsted’s finding and, even 
though the school does not transfer 
to its new sponsor until April, we 
have been working with them since 
the inspection. 

“The school and its governors 
have a shared confidence that we 
will soon be in a very different place 
now we have support.” 



AWARDS: Past winner, Dev Biswal 

Entries for 
this year's 
awards open 

NOMINATIONS are now open for this 
year’s Kent Life and Kent on Sunday’s 
Food and Drink Awards. 

The awards were first launched in 
2013, with the aim of celebrating the 
county’s food and drink industry. 

The businesses will be nominated by 
the readers of Kent on Sunday and our 
sister publication Kent Life. 

There are a number of different 
categories including pub of the year, 
customer service of the year and 
newcomer of the year. 

Previous winners have included Dev 
Biswal from The Ambrette - which has 
restaurants located in Margate and 
Canterbury - who was nominated chef 
of the year in 2015. 

Nominations are open now and will 
be closing on August 7. 

The finalists will be invited to an 
awards ceremony that takes place on 
October 17 at the Ashford International 
Hotel, where the winners will be 
announced. 

For further information about the 
different award categories turn to pages 
46 and 47, where you will also find the 
nomination form. 

Completed forms can be sent back to 
us at Food and Drink Awards 2016, 
Archant Kent, Kent House, 81 Station 
Road, Ashford, TN23 1PP. 


Iconic comedy star 
Ronnie Corbett dies 

RENOWNED entertainer Ronnie Corbett, who 
had a holiday home in Broadstairs, died on 
Thursday (March 31) aged 85. 

His publicist said he was ‘surrounded by family’. 

Mr Corbett was well-known for comedy sketch 
show The Two Ronnies, which he performed with 
Ronnie Barker. 

He had a holiday home in Broadstairs, near to 
H.E Harrington’s general ironmonger business. 

Mr Barker is said to have been inspired to write 
his Four Candles sketch after visiting his friend. 

Mr Corbett also supported Last Chance Animal 
Rescue, adopting dogs from the Edenbridge 
centre and opening the New Romney centre with 
his wife Anne last year. 

A statement on their website read: “Our 
thoughts go out to Anne and the family of dear 
Ronnie Corbett. Both he and Anne were very 
good friends of our charity and we will miss 
Ronnie very much, he was both a huge star and a 
true gentleman.” 


Two protests set to 
take place in Dover 

KENT Police said that they would “build on 
previous experiences” as they prepared for two 
separate protests in Dover on Saturday (April 2). 

In January, far-right and anti-fascist protesters 
clashed in the Kent town, which resulted in more 
than 30 arrests. 

Two protests were set to take place in Dover - 
one from the far-right and the other from Kent 
Anti-Racist Network (Karn) at the weekend. 

Assistant chief constable Neil Jerome said: “I 
want to reassure residents, visitors and business¬ 
es in the town that we are working with our 
partners and organisers, to build upon previous 
experiences, to minimum disruption to the local 
community and economy.” 

A Karn spokesperson said: “Dover has a proud 
history of standing up to fascism and we want to 
celebrate our open and welcoming community. 

“Kent Anti Racism Network is therefore 
organising a small convoy of aid to Calais as well 
as organising a protest on April 2.” 


Warning issued after 
wave of scam emails 

RESIDENTS in Kent are being warned of the latest 
wave of scam emails landing in people’s inboxes. 

The unsolicited emails urge recipients to set up 
a direct debit and pay their council tax online. 

Tonbridge and Mailing Borough Council 
received a report from a concern resident who 
had received the email. 

In the email, the fraudster urges residents to 
click on a link to pay their council tax online. 

Sharon Shelton, the council’s director of finance 
and transformation, said: “This is the latest in a 
range of scams aimed at tricking people to part 
with their bank details and their cash. 

“Council tax payments are collected by the 
council only, not central government. 

“Our officers never email or telephone 
residents to ask them to confirm their bank details 
and we are urging residents to be extremely wary 
of these unscrupulous individuals who may use a 
variety of tactics to try to get them to part with 
personal details or money.” 
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Victims of crime are given six 
new help centres across Kent 



SUPPORT: Ann Barnes and Kultar Nayyar 


By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


SIX new ‘compass points’ helping to support 
victims of crime have been set up across 
Kent. 

The helpdesks have been developed by in¬ 
dependent charity Victim Support. 

Police and crime commissioner Ann 
Barnes awarded the charity a three-year 
contract, to offer help to thousands more vic¬ 
tims in the county. 

The helpdesks will begin operating in 
Dover, Gravesend, Maidstone, Strood, Mar¬ 
gate and Tunbridge Wells from Monday 
(April 4). 

They will each be open for two hours a 
week and are available for walk ins or with 
an appointment. 

Visitors will be able to get help and advice 
from Victim Support staff and volunteers, as 
well as receiving safety items such as per¬ 
sonal alarms and home protection devices 
where required. 

Kultar Nayyar, services director at Victim 
Support, said: “We have developed compass 
points to offer an entirely new and simple 
way for people to access services they need 
as a victim of crime and to break down barri¬ 
ers to reaching support. 

“Each compass point will be hosted by 


staff and volunteers with localised knowl¬ 
edge, who are trained to offer support tai¬ 
lored to meet the needs of every individual. 
This new service will enhance the work we 
already do across Kent and increase our vis¬ 
ibility in local communities.” 

Victims will be able to use the compass 
points even if they have not reported their 
crime to the police. 

PCC Ann Barnes said: “I made a commit¬ 
ment to put victims and witnesses of crime at 
the heart of everything we do here in Kent 


and last year we successfully launched the 
county’s first victims and witness help and 
advice centre, Compass House, in Ashford. 

“More than 53,000 victims of crime 
have been offered help since then. 

“Now we’re building on our work with 
Victim Support by launching these new 
compass points so that even more victims 
have access to the help they need closer to 
home - and offering a more personal face- 
to-face service rather than online or over 
the phone.” 


1 

National Living Wage 
comes into force 

THE NEW National Living Wage comes into force 
on Friday for employers across the UK. 

Workers aged 25 or over and not in the first 
year of an apprenticeship must now be paid at 
least £7.20 an hour by their employer. 

The change is 5 Op higher than the current 
minimum wage for those aged 21 and over. 

The Office for National Statistics claims workers 
aged 25 to 29 and over 60s will be impacted most. 


Truck fire causes 
long delays on A2 

MOTORISTS faced delays on the A2 on Thursday 
after a small truck caught fire at the junction with 
Shepherds Lane in Dartford. 

The blaze near Dartford Heath was met by 
emergency services during the rush hour at 
around 5.30pm. Crews took an hour to bring the 
fire under control. 


Commuter car park 

SEVENOAKS residents are being invited to voice 
their opinions on a proposed car park, to replace 
an existing one to set to be demolished to make 
room for a hotel. 

The district council has put in an application to 
change its existing 216 space Bradbourne car 
park to cater for 430 vehicles, to make room for 
users of Sennocke Car Park and commuters. 
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Table & 6 chairs { 

1 was-£2265 SALE £1799 
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(0 1 50cm Divan Set 

\ wasY2239SALE£!5M 


1 image for illustrative purposes ory 

Clarkes 

furnishing your home 

UPHOLSTERY 


"*^3239 SALE £1519 

Headboard optional extra 


^0% Up to 2 years* 

www.clarkesfurnishers.co.uk 

Sandling Road, Maidstone ME 14 2RF 01622 753073 

DINING | BEDS | BEDROOM 


price 

match 


*Cash price £2000, deposit £500.12 monthly payments of £125. Total payable £2000. Subject to status, quotation available on request. Credit provided by an external finance company determined by Clarkes. Subject to acceptance. 
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Canterbury man charged 
following double murder 



A 53-YEAR-old man charged with 
the murder of two people in 
Canterbury this week has been 
remanded in custody. 

Foster Christian, of Dickens 
Avenue, was charged with the 
double murder of 47-year-old 
Simon Gorecki and 40-year-old 
Natasha Sadler on Thursday. 

He appeared before Medway 
Magistrates’ Court via a video link 
on 1 April and was remanded in 
custody until Tuesday 5 April, 
when he will appear before 
Maidstone Crown Court. 

Police were called to a home in 
Dickens Avenue, on Tuesday 
following reports of an altercation. 

Christian, who police say was 
known to the victims, was arrested 
at the scene, 

Following the incident, a 


16-year-old boy and 20-year-old 
man were both treated in hospital. 

Christian has also been charged 
with two counts of GBH. 

Additionally, 35-year-old Naomi 
Toro, of Key worth Mews, Canter¬ 


bury has been charged with 
assisting an offender and was due 
to appear at Dover Magistrates’ 
Court on Saturday. 

An 18-year-old woman has been 
released on bail. 


Police arrest two men in 
Biddenden murder case 


POLICE have arrested two men 
on suspicion of the murder of a 
widowed pensioner in Bid¬ 
denden earlier this month. 

Roy Blackman, 73, was found 
dead at his home in Headcorn 
Road shortly before 9am on 
Monday March 21, before a 
post-mortem examination the 
next day revealed he died as a 
result of multiple blunt force 
injuries. 

In the early hours of Thurs¬ 
day, police arrested two 
3 6-year-old men from Cran- 
brook on suspicion of murder. 

Both remain in custody. 

Last week, a 49-year-old man 
who was arrested on suspicion 
of the murder was released on 
bail until Thursday, April 28. 

Neighbours of the retired 
businessman admitted that Mr 
Blackman’s residence was one 


of a number of homes targeted 
by burglars in recent years and 
expressed their shock at the 
death of a popular man. 

Adrian Lidgett, of the 
Biddenden Neighbourhood 
Watch, told KoS: “We’re very 
surprised at the news, he was a 
well liked man, very polite and 
caring. 

“Unfortunately he had 
suffered some break ins over the 
years, I’m afraid it goes on 
everywhere. But he was very 
well liked. 

“His wife died several years 
ago and he was a liked business 
man who ran a garage in the 
village, though he’d retired 
since then.” 

Anyone with any informa¬ 
tion is asked to contact the Kent 
and Essex serious crime 
directorate on 01303 289600. 


New microchipping laws 

MICROCHIPPING law changes will be 
coming into effect on Wednesday (April 6). 

Under the Microchipping of Dogs 
(England) Regulations 2015 law, all dogs 
must be microchipped by the time they are 
eight-weeks-old. 

Check local vets and pet shops for details. 


Family escape blaze 

A FAMILY-of-four escaped a fire in their 
caravan on Friday morning. 

The mother was woken by the blaze and 
managed to help her children and partner to 
escape the caravan, which was parked in 
Shottendane Road, Birchington. 

The caravan was destroyed in the fire. 


Pent Valley protest 

A MARCH is set to be held today (Saturday) 
by protesters voicing concerns against the 
proposed closure of Pent Valley Technology 
College in Cheriton, near Folkestone. 

Parents, pupils, staff and union activists 
will meet at noon at Cheriton’s Post Office, 
then head to the school’s gates. 


City robber's plea 

A CANTERBURY robber who asked his 
victim to give him 20 minutes to get away 
has been jailed for five and half years. 

Scott Barham, of Beckett Avenue, was 
spotted by the victim in her bedroom. He 
stole cash and phones before running away, 
but was stopped by police minutes later. 


New Outlooks avante) 


Supporting adults with learning 
disabilities and their families. 


care & support 

'Ev&ryon# lAatt&rs 


New Outlooks provides quality support for adults with learning 
disabilities either within their own home or within a community 
setting, enabling people to live independent and fulfilling lives. 

The following are just a few examples of the support services New 
Outlooks provides: 

• Support with attending social events • Transportation • Family Respite 

• Travel and holiday • Meal and nutrition planning • Live-in support 

• Work/college/leisure support • Managing money and budgets 

• Life skills development • Transition to living in the community 

• Household management • Shopping and housekeeping 


w • New Outlooks has been a great support 
for myself and husband. Our son really 
enjoys going for day trips with our New 
Outlooks Key Worker which allows us to 
enjoy some respite time for ourselves yy 




To find out more about 
our New Outlooks service 
please call us on: 


l* 01795 597454 

a enquiry@avantecare.org.uk 
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Top Three Stories 



1. Tributes to Ronnie C 


Kent’s tributes to late Ronnie Corbett 

2. Broadstairs rescue 

Two people saved from incoming tide 

3. 'Old Man' could go 

Storm Katie’s damage felt across Kent 


The Essential Guide: 



to Manston Airport 


All the information you need to know on the 
past and future of the site. 



Top Three Blogs 



1. Etiquette problems 

Show gratitude when someone holds the door 


2. TV series shows its bite 


FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: Work continues inside Gravesend’s indoor market hall.. 
Closed since last year, the historic market has received more than £1,8million of investment to 
redevelop the site, as work progresses, the council hopes to reopen the site before Christmas. 



Missed last week’s... 


...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 

www.Kentonsunday.co.uk 


DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 


How zombie TV series returned to form 

3.Beards bid bye-bye? 

The rise and apparent fall of facial hair 


Food & Drink Awards 
2016... have you voted? 


i Kent Life 

C-Kent on Sunday 

FOOKDRINKAWAFCS201S 


follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 


Turn to pages 48 & 49 



AMAZING 

DEALS! 


Britelite's SupQT 


Britelite Triple Glazed 


WINDOWS CEO. 

.-I - OFF 


Conservatories 
this Spring 


7 windows, 7 openers, total up to 
7 sq metres Installed inc VAT 


Composite front doors, 
Fully installed inc. VAT 


P ^MAY 

2077 


“"'y floods, 

Vc w/ndo w ai 

lns tallation s 





Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


A 


Call 0800 


‘Off list price for orders placed by midnight 24/04/2016. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer past or present. #With the Britelite Home Improvement Plan, if you repay thi 
before 12 months after installation of the goods then no interest will be payable. An option fee of £70 is payable APR 0% Example: Cash Price £2500 less deposit £100 = a loan amounl 
Repayable by 120 monthly payments of £35.46 commencing 12 months after installation of the goods. Total Charge for credit = £2055.20, total Amount Repayable £4355.20, interest ra 
annum variable Representative APR 10.9% variable. Minimum finance order value £1100. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 


Visit our website for a online quote 

www.mlBi windowsxo.uk 
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Indoor 
two lane 
bowling. 
Coming 
soon. 


Set within the heart of Kent’s beautiful unspoilt 
countryside, Pilgrim’s Retreat is the prefect setting 
for idyllic and relaxing lifestyle. 

We offer private residential and leisure homes, exclusively 
for the over 50’s. You can swim in our indoor heated 
swimming pool, or work out in our community gym. Meet 
up with friends in our clubhouse or coffee shop, even 
go for a relaxing stroll within the 30 acres of beautiful 
woodlands. The possibilities are endless. You can even 
bring your pets! After all they are part of the family. 


Convenience 
store 
Now open 



We offer Part Exchange 
No Solicitors Fees 
No Stamp Duty and 
No Estate Agents Fees 

Show homes open daily. 
No appointment required. 

6 A beautiful and tranquil 
place to live 9 



Pilgrims Retreat, Hogbarn Lane, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1NZ 

we are 1 hr from central London, 30 mins from the M25 J3 and 10 mins from the M20. 

Tel: 01622 859648 www.pilgrimsretreat.com Email: info@pilgrimsretreat.com 
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Katie leaves her 
mark on county 

Storm Katie swept into the county over the Easter 
weekend and left her mark by leaving many without 
electricity and scattering rubbish bins and fence 
panels but she also claimed a high profile victim - the 
Old Man of Kent, our tallest tree. Luke May reports... 


DAMAGED: The Old 

Man of Kent was damaged by 
Storm Katie and may have to 
be removed from its home at 
Bedgebury National Pinetum 
and Forest, 



S TRONG winds battered 
much of the county across 
Easter Sunday and Monday 
last weekend, with wide¬ 
spread disruption to roads, 
rails and garden furniture. 

Gusts were recorded at up to 70 
miles per hour as Storm Katie came 
to Kent. 

While there were no reported inju¬ 
ries in the county during the storm, 
fallen trees, damaged property, pow¬ 
er outages and boats coming loose 
with passengers on board meant the 
effects of Storm Katie had a lasting 
effect. 

With the brunt of the storm hitting 
during the morning, emergency serv¬ 
ices were out in force across the coun¬ 
ty to deal with a range of incidents. 

A Kent Fire and Rescue Service 
spokesperson said: “Fire crews have 
had a busy morning responding to 
weather-related incidents following a 
storm this morning. 

“Most callouts were to make the 
scene safe after damage to property.” 

Apart from the expected call outs of 
roof tiles slipping and chimneys fall¬ 
ing, three people had to be saved from 
the River Medway after a boat came 
loose from its mooring in Tonbridge. 

Elsewhere a flat roof had become 
detached in Elmfield Close Gravesend, 
while signs had to be secured by fire 
services using height vehicles in Mar¬ 
gate. 

A wooden stable block had blown 
over onto an embankment of the 
A228 in Hoo was dismantled by Kent 
Fire and Rescue Service crews. 

In Cuxton, a trampoline was blown 
onto a road causing some delays. 

Throughout most of Monday both 
the Sheppey Crossing and OEII bridge 
were closed to traffic, with the latter 
having knock-on effects on the M2 5. 

Traffic heading clockwise suffered 
delays of up to an hour after one of the 
northbound tunnels was closed to be 
used as a diversion for southbound 
traffic. 

Kent’s A’ roads were not with ex- 
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ception from the damage, with falling 
trees and flooding closing roads in 
Tunbridge Wells, Canterbury and 
Challock, near Faversham. 

And among the victims of the fall¬ 
ing trees could be the famous Old 
Man of Kent. 

The county’s tallest tree, standing 
at nearly 50 metres tall could be re¬ 
moved following damage from the 
storm. 

As Katie’s winds howled, branches 
from the tree were blown to the 
ground. 

Branches from the grand silver fir, 
abies grandis, were found to be 
diseased. 

Following the discovery, site opera¬ 
tors will now discuss whether the ag¬ 
ing tree may have to be removed from 
the area. 

Site inspections at the 2,000-acre 
Bedgebury National Pinetum and 
Forest, near Goudhurst revealed 
damage to several trees as well as the 
Old Man. 

Patrick West, Bedgebury manager 
said: “The damage to trees following 
storms like Katie just goes to rein¬ 
force why the work that we carry out 
here at Bedgebury is so important for 
the international conservation of 
conifers.” 

The National Pinetum also suffered 
damage to some its original trees dat¬ 
ing back to the 1920s. 

On Monday, the area had to be 
closed off to the public for its safety. 

Mr West said: “The enjoyment of 
our visitors is very important to us, 
but our first concern is always their 
safety, so following the storm our 
team worked very hard to check, 
clear and re-open the site as soon as 
was physically possible.” 

Cross-channel ferries were drawn 
to a halt after high winds closed the 
Port of Dover in the morning, but 
services resumed at around lunch¬ 
time. 


Resulting damage to trees and 
power lines meant large parts of the 
county were left without power. 



Thousands were left without pow¬ 
er for most of the day as the service 
tried to cope with power outages in 
all parts of the county. 

Areas in Swanley, Whitstable, 
Gravesend and Maidstone are among 
those to have reportedly suffered 
power cuts. 

UK Power Networks, responsible 
for electricity in the south east and 
east of England says it received 
100,000 calls from across its patch 
during the storm. 

A spokesperson said: “Electricity 
was restored to the 100,000 proper¬ 
ties affected by power cuts caused by 
Storm Katie. 

“UK Power Networks answered 
over 22,000 customer calls and sent 
25,000 text updates on Monday 
(March 28), while hundreds 
of engineers worked to repair 
North & West 


damage to overhead lines. 

“By bringing in extra teams we 
managed to quickly complete all 
storm repairs in the East of England 
by Monday night and most in the 
South East. 

“We kept people updated about 
progress to restore supplies, by text 
and phone calls where we had their 
details.” 

Rail services already faced delays 
as Network Rail carried out engi¬ 
neering work across Kent, but as 
trees fell onto lines rail services in 
west Kent faced delays. 

The line between Tunbridge Wells 
and Hastings was closed, with severe 
disruptions while there were also 
closures between Sevenoaks and 
Tonbridge. 

Disruption meant rail services 
heading from Sevenoaks to Ashford 


were also delayed. A spokesperson 
from Southeastern said: “Storm Ka¬ 
tie caused disruption on Monday 
morning with trees and debris being 
blown onto the railway track. 

“Network Rail worked to remove 
the trees and clear the debris as soon 
as possible. Some earlier services 
were affected, but the situation had 
started to improve by mid-after¬ 
noon.” 

Storm Katie was the 11th storm to 
hit the UK to be named by the Met 
Office. 

It travelled north east from the Bay 
of Biscay on the western coast of 
France, landing on the south coast of 
England. 

Once Katie hit the coast, strong 
winds and heavy rains lasted 
throughout the early hours of the 
morning until the early afternoon. 

Week ending April 3, 2016 11 








Consultation 
on crossing 
closes... but 
what next? 


The Dartford Crossing’s traffic issues 
and environmental impact have 
caused concern for years and when, 
finally, a consultation was announced 
on another Lower Thames Crossing its 
proposals saw neighbouring boroughs 
pitched against each other. Luke May 
takes a look at the story so far... 


A FTER two months of 
consulting, the public’s 
window of opportunity 
to voice opinions on a 
crossing east of Graves¬ 
end shut last week. 

Option C was suggested as High¬ 
ways England’s recommended route 
for a new Lower Thames Crossing - to 
both alleviate the current problems 
at Dartford but also cope with the 
predicted levels of transport growth 
in the future. 

Built to work alongside the cross¬ 
ing at Dartford, the proposal would 
see a new road built from the start of 
the M2 heading north through the 
Gravesham countryside, where an 
underground tunnel would then 
cross the Thames. 

From there a road would be built to 
connect to existing roads in Essex, 
with a new junction built in Ockend- 
on to join on to the M25 between 
junction 29 and junction 30. 

Calls for a new crossing have been 
made for some time, with Dartford 
the only Thames crossing east of 
London. 

In 2009, a report called for a sec¬ 
ond crossing to help ease congestion 
at Dartford during peak times. 


The consultation saw firm opposi¬ 
tion from locals and villages in the 
Gravesham countryside as well as ce¬ 
lebrity intervention and even a high 
profile cabinet resignation. 

Below is a complete timeline of the 
key events this consultation 
witnessed: 

January 26 - The Highways Eng¬ 
land Option C consultation officially 
gets under way, with Highways Eng¬ 
land declaring a route through the 
Gravesham countryside past villages 
of Shorne and Chalk as its “preferred 
option”. 

January 31 - Anti-option C cam¬ 
paigners Abridge2far write a letter to 
the leader of Kent County Council, 
Paul Carter, urging him to remove 
his support for the crossing. 

February 8 - Gravesham Rural’s 
Kent County Council representative 
Bryan Sweetland steps down from 
county council cabinet post claiming 
the development would cause “the 
worst devastation in the area since 
the last world war.” 

February 10 - A Kent and Med¬ 
way economic group support the 
crossing east of Gravesend. 

Formed of business representa¬ 
tives, education representatives and 




RESIGNED: Cllr Bryan Sweetland LEADER: KCC's Paul Cater 
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QEII BRIDGE: Since it opened the crossing - bridge and tunnel - has been controversial 



TUNNEL: This is how Option C could look, with the road diving into a tunnel before plunging under the Thames 


councillors from across Kent and 
Medway, Kent and Medway Econom¬ 
ic Partnership (KMEP) board mem¬ 
bers voted overwhelmingly in favour 
of the move. 

Chairman Geoff Miles said: “Kent 
and Medway are the gateway to Eu¬ 
rope. 

To empower businesses to operate 
effectively in the South East, it is es¬ 
sential for new capacity to be added to 
the road network.” 

February 22 - KCC Leader Paul 
Carter continues to back crossing 
east of Gravesend. In a letter to cam¬ 
paigners against the tunnel, Mr Cart¬ 
er wrote: “I am still of the view that in 
the right location, a new Lower 
Thames Crossing to the east of 
Gravesend has the potential to re¬ 
lieve congestion at the current 
Dartford Crossing, create greater 
network resilience and most impor- 



JOINING IN: Russel Brand 
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tantly, create a step change in the 
economic output of the area. 

A study by consultants KMPG esti¬ 
mated a crossing in this location 
would contribute £12.7bn to the local 
economy and create 6,000 new jobs” 

February 22 - Gravesham Bor¬ 
ough Council draws £150,000 from 
its reserve funds to continue its fight 
against proposals. 

February 23 - Transport minister 
Patrick McLoughlin says the govern¬ 
ment is not ruling out the possibility 
of a crossing at Dartford (Option A) 
during meeting with local Grave¬ 
sham figures. Following the meeting, 
Gravesham council leader John Cu- 
bitt said: “The minister said he want¬ 
ed to put on record that Option A is 
still absolutely on the table.” 

February 27 - Protesters from 
Shorne, Chalk, Higham join other 
anti-Option C campaigners at protest 
in Community Square, Gravesend, 
with Mr Cubitt, local MP Adam Hol¬ 
loway, Abridge2far campaigner Bob 
Lane and reverend at St Mary’s 
Church in Chalk, Nigel Bourne, all 
speaking to the crowd. 

March 8 - The last in a series of 
public consultation events in Kent, 
Essex and south east London is held 
in Rochester, with more than 13,000 
people attending the events. 

March 10 - Panel of pro and anti 
Option C campaigners, including 
Highways England senior project 
manager Martin Potts hold debate in 
Shorne Village Hall, hosted by BBC 
Radio Kent’s John Warnett and Mag¬ 
gie Doyle. 

During the debate, protesters call 
the consultation “biased” claiming it 


did not give enough opportunity to 
voice support for option A. 

At the debate, Mr Sweetland said: 
““It’s just ridiculous. I’ve done quite a 
few consultations over the years and 
I’ve never seen one that’s quite so bi¬ 
ased as this one. 

“I just think the whole thing has 
been handled very poorly and I agree 
it is like a sales brochure for option C.” 

March 15 - Celebrity activist Rus¬ 
sell Brand joins the debate. The Thur- 
rock-born comedian slams proposals, 
calling option C a “terrible, terrible 
plan”. 

March 15 - As environmental 
voices mount against the crossing, 
the Woodland Trust claims both pro¬ 
posed routes for option C would cause 
“irreversible damage” to up to five an¬ 
cient woodlands in the area. 

Oliver Newham from the trust said: 
““Surveys show these woods are in¬ 
credibly valuable; home to badgers, 
rare orchids and all three species of 
woodpecker which breed in the UK. 

“It also highlights a further flaw in 
the planning process, with one pro¬ 
posal set to result in the loss of the 
very woodland planted to compen¬ 
sate for destruction of a previous an¬ 
cient woodland - you couldn’t make 
it up. 

March 24- The consultation clos¬ 
es with nearly 30,000 online re¬ 
sponses. 

But what happens now? A decision 
on any new crossing is now in the 
hands of the secretary of state for 
transport, Patrick McLoughlin, with 
an announcement on the govern¬ 
ment’s decision not expected until 
later this year. 
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Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,512 

5 WINDOWS 
£ 1 , 890 i £ 3 AT 
WINDOWS 

7 


...Kent’s 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


.oo 

inc VAT 


inc VA‘ 

7 WINDOWS 

£ 2,6 16 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£ 1.861 ^ fl 


WINDOWS 

£ 1,861 

WINDOWS 

£ 2 , 364 ^ 

WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


-OO 

inc VAT 


20°/o 

OFF All 

Conservatories . 
\ & Orangeries / 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
V of this advert* _ 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 


Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
presentative available 
upon request subject to status 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


j—u 

Hurry! 

Offers end 
19th 
April 




U 1004 £94 090 


/-y~\ Profile: BS 7950 BS 7413 

\t~J Door Lock: BS 3621 

upen o nays a ween - T °bIeni 2150 - 1 s: 

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.eom Hs 


1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. 6( 


Established 1981 


Over 58,000 customers! 


Limited 
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Just like snowflakes 

WE BELIEVE EVERY CHILD IS UNIQUE 

Genuine caring relationships between practitioners and 
children giving emphasis to each child’s unique needs. 

Spacious and well resourced age appropriate rooms 
fqq our children to develop and thrive in and fantastic 
outdoor play areas including our mud kitchen and 
planting area for our green fingered children to explore. 

Regular activities in music and sensory run by talented 
providers, plus entry to Big Fun House and all its 
brilliant facilities before it opens each day. 




Fantastic location on the A28 between Ashford & 
Canterbury, giving easy drop off without fighting the 
rush hour traffic. 

Open for half or full day sessions from 8am until 6pm. 

We also ha^ spaces for Free Early Education places 
I available including Free for Two funding. 

Our nursery also has additional space for us to expand 
into enabling us to easily meet the needs of families 
/ ‘intending to take advantage of the governments 
^ planned increase from 15 hours to 30 hours a week of 
i free early education. 


Snowflakes 


Snowflakes Day Nursery, Ashford Road, 
Chartham, Canterbury, Kent, CT4 7HN 
01227 732124 

www.snowflakesdaynursery.co.uk 

contactus@snowflakesdaynursery.co.uk 


JVU, 



Auction Sale hariwH 

12th April 2016 Odl I ldl U 

... ^ marcus 

22 Acre Quarry 
Beacon Hill Quarry, Ashford 



22 acre chalk quarry with reserves for extraction 
and remediation potential 


0208 741 9990 (ref. lot 49) 
www.barnardmarcusauctions.co.uk 
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Festival grew 
out of ban on 
house parties 

It started as a typical act of teenage rebellion 
and has now manifested itself into one of the 
biggest independent music festivals in the 
country. Tom Pyman finds out about LeeFest... 


OU may have seen the advert for 
LeeFest that has recently occupied 
a prime slot before the screening of 
blockbuster films at cinemas. 

The independent festival has 
become something of a phenomenon in recent 
years, gaining mainstream acclaim when it 
won ‘Best Grassroots Festival’ at the UK Festi¬ 
val Awards and ‘Best Festival’ at the Associa¬ 
tion of Independent Music Awards. 

Its connection with Kent is long-standing, 
having been staged at a variety of venues 
around the county over the years, and as it 
celebrates its tenth anniversary this summer 
at a top secret location near Tunbridge Wells, 
its appeal is arguably greater than ever. 

Founder Lee Denny told KoS how it all be¬ 
gan in his Beckenham back garden: “My par¬ 
ents went on holiday one summer when I was 
16, and had just finished my GCSEs. 

“They left me and my friends one rule: no 
house parties. 

“So being 16, we thought it would be genius 
if we were to have a festival in the back gar¬ 


den, because technically that wasn’t a house 
party. 

“It took us about a week to organise and get 
friends and local bands involved. 

“Through word of mouth we ultimately got 
about 150 people attending, which is quite a 
lot for a back garden. 

“It snowballed from there really - we decid¬ 
ed to do it again the next year and 300 people 
turned up. 

“The next year it was 600 on a school field 
so it carried on growing with more and more 
people wanting to come, which led us to the 
tenth year at a new venue.” 

The festival has helped launch the careers 
of a number of acts who have gone on to ex¬ 
traordinary success: London Grammar, 
Bastille, Years & Years, Clean Bandit and Jack 
Garratt to name but a few. 

“We have always been focussed on intro¬ 
ducing new music by giving them a great 
place to play and supporting their careers,” 
Mr Denny said. 

“We’re not taking any credit for how their 
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EVOLUTION: 

LeeFest began in a 
back garden and 
has now grown into a 
hugely popular music 
festival. Out pictures 
from over a number 
of years include one 
of organiser Lee 
Denny (far right) 
from 2011 and (right) 
Lianne La Havas, who 
will be headlining 
this year’s event 




careers have panned out but it’s nice to be able 
to say they played here early on and that the 
hard work is helping.” 

Mr Denny is keen to emphasise that it is ‘we’ 


and not T and that it has been a concerted team 
effort to get the festival to where it is today. 

Four people are employed full time in the of¬ 
fice, while another 20 get involved part time. 


As the event draws closer, he says that 
number grows and grows and on the day it 
takes as many as 300 people to make the festi¬ 
val safe and successful. 


“I wouldn’t like to personally be seen as an 
inspiration but the team definitely is, because 
it’s so much bigger than just me. 

Continued om page 16 
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FREE ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE KIDS 

MEET THEGRUFFALO 

Wednesday 6 April 

11am, 12 noon, 1 pm, 

2pm and 3pm 

Find out more at 

royalvictoriaplace.com 


All events are FREE and may be subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 

Spaces are limited on a first come, first served basis so please arrive early to avoid disappointment. 



©1999 & TM Julia Donaldson/ 
Axel Scheffler. Licensed by 
Magic Light Pictures Ltd. 


ROYAL VICTORIA PLACE 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
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kind of people to know. 

“We’re expecting about 5,000 people this 
year. 

“It may seem from the outside that it’s 
grown massively overnight but over 10 years 
it’s not quite as big and scary as it seems. 

“There’s a real sense of community because 
everyone gets know one another. 

“There are not many festivals that are that 
small and putting on nationally renowned 
artists. 

“The intimacy is good - it’s what makes the 
festival unique I suppose - and there’s an at¬ 
titude of making the most of life by making 
friends and engaging with new music. 

“I know some other festivals struggle, and I 
think like anything that becomes very fash¬ 


ionable, you get some people who come into the 
industry for the wrong reasons. 

“They’re looking to just make money and 
their focus is not on creating a great time for 
people attending. 

“That then makes it harder for them to 
survive.” 

After a decade of success, Mr Denny is keen to 
continue the festival’s growth, but doing so 
while keeping the intimate charm that made it 
so appealing in the first place is a challenge. 

“There’s always an element of taking each 
time as it comes,” he said. 

“We sit down after each one and say ‘shall we 
do it again?’ 

“It’s important to keep that organic growth - 
and we’re very focused on why we started the 


event and we always try and come up with new, 
fresh ideas to make it bigger and better each 
year. 

“For us it’s not just about putting up another 
stage or another tent with some old stuff in it - 
we are creating a special kingdom for people to 
explore, places for people to go and find, so 
hopefully they’ll never find it stale or boring. 

“When we took a year off we tried to reimag¬ 
ine the whole concept, and that’s where we 
came up with Neverland. 

“The big difference between now and when 
we started is that I never used to get stressed. 

“I have had to learn about running a busi¬ 
ness, which is something you never really think 
about when you’re 16.” 

LeeFest will run this year from July 28-30. 


Continued on page 16 

“We didn’t have a grand idea at the outset, but 
we just knew we loved music and arts and didn’t 
want to accept that the world had to be the way 
it was, so we started making stuff happen.” 

The Android advert has undoubtedly helped 
raise the profile of the festival, but Mr Denny ad¬ 
mits he never knew quite how big an impact it 
would have. 

“They were looking for inspirational stories of 
young people doing something exciting, so we 
agreed to it and then made the film with them,” 
he said. 

“They didn’t tell us quite how far it would go 
so the first time I saw it was when I went to see 
Star Wars. 

“I came in late in a yellow coat, and was try¬ 
ing to squeeze down a row and suddenly it’s on 
the big screen and everyone’s looking at me. 

“When I started out and just thought ‘let’s 
call it LeeFest,’ I didn’t really expect to be reach¬ 
ing seven million views on YouTube.” 

While some headliners, including folk and 
soul singer Lianne La Havas, for this year’s festi¬ 
val - titled Neverland - have been announced, 
there is a real element of secrecy about it that 
Mr Denny is keen to maintain. 

“We’ve kept it secret because it’s fun,” he said. 

“It makes it feel special, plus it’s useful for se¬ 
curity in that you only want the right 


Fantastic Coach 
Holiday Offer: 

Paignton 4 days £157 

It’s true. Now you can enjoy a 
wonderful break in Paignton for a very 
special price this May... 

There are no ‘catches’ - just a great 
deal - even the lovely days out are free - 
here’s the full details... 

Day 1 : You’ll arrive at your hotel late afternoon 
to a warm welcome and refreshments. 

Day 2: A full day out today as we head west - 
leaving Devon behind as we cross the River 
Tamar into Cornwall and visit two beautiful 
coastal villages. Polperro and Looe 

Day 3: A trip to the picturesque fishing Port of Brixham. We return to Paignton this 
afternoon so you can spend some time in your resort. 

Day 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty ‘Torbay Court’ 

Torbay Court Hotel, Paignton 

Just a few minutes walk from the Seafront in a quiet cul-de-sac 
next to a pleasant public garden. Also within easy reach of 
Paignton Zoo. Major refurbishment now complete. Regular 
evening entertainment. 56 ensuite guest rooms. Lift to all 
floors. 

Departs; Friday 13th May £157 

Price includes: 3 nights accommodation with 3-course dinner 

and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. Price pp based on 2 sharing. 

Single Supp £19 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

32 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 
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breakfast 

This coach departs: Margate - 
Broadstairs - Ramsgate - Canterbury 
- Ashford - Maidstone and then to 
Paignton 

No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 



Exclusive tile collection 





inspire 


Units 5-i>M-Trade Park Beddow Way Aylesford Kent ME20 7BT | Tile Showrd 
01622 717107 I e: info@cafceramics.co.uk I www.cafceramics.co.uk 
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Spring 


Alexander & James Lawrence 
3 Seater Sofa was £1199 
2 Seater Sofa was £1099 
Wing Chair was £849 



Regis Dining 

Oak Table and 4 Chairs 

was £865 NOW £775 





Bouyant Fantasia 
Corner Group 

was £999 Now £799 One Only 
Ex display pillow back model in charcoal grey. 



Hypnos Posture Support Wool 
4'6 Divan 


was £1270 NOW £889 
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Constable Suite 


Med Pillow Back Sofa was £575 NOW £489 
Small Std Back Sofa was £529 NOW £449 
Chair was £379 NOW £325 



Monteray Oak 
Table & 4 Chairs 

Half Price was £999 NOW £499 



in discounts m cusoiber special crcecs 

BEST PRICES IN KENT, EWE WONT BE BEA TEN ON PNICE, GUARANTEED 

Parker Knoll V,SPR,NG I fffffM fl CTCOl duresta @ 
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LUKEHURST 

FUKNiiun | ato* t cakp£15icuhiaih* lukehurst.co.uk 


Bargebrick House, Eurolink Way, Sittingbourne 
ME10 3HH Tel: 01795 430299 
High Street, Rainham ME8 7JH. Tel: 01634 236956 




)h Street, Rainham ME8 7JH. Tel: 01634 2369 
Or buy on line @ lukehurst.co.uk 

Extra 10% off is on selected models and for order values over £1000. 
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Discover 
the fabulous 
Foxhunter Park 


' /< 


- W- 


FREE SITE FEES 
FOR 2016** 


Brand New 5-Star Luxury 
Lodges from £99,000 
with 12 months use. 


G Family owned & 

independently run award¬ 
winning holiday park 


G Exquisite new & pre-owned 
caravans for sale from 
£19,995 


G Outstanding facilities with 
world-class entertainment 
for the whole family 


G Fantastically located just 
1 hour from London on the 
beautiful Kent coast 


The Foxhunter Park 

www. th e f o xhunte r p ark. co.uk 


Come & visit us we re open 7 days a week or for more information call 

H£| 08081181914 


’Example is based on sale price of £29.995 with £5,000 deposit. Payments based over 120 months at 7.9% APR. Total amount repayable: £35,803.20. Finance is subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. ’’Free site fees on all purchases before 31st March 2016, cannot be used in conjunction with other offers. 
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Geared up 
for cycling 
revolution? 


The government - and its transport 
minister - wants us all to get on our 
bikes to reduce congestion on the 
roads, boost our fitness and fight 
pollution. Simon Allin talks to a Kent 
cycling entrepreneur about whether 
the county is geared up for change... 


A NEW government plan 
to create a long-term 
strategy for walking 
and cycling has been 
welcomed by a Kent cy¬ 
cling entrepreneur. 

Last weekend transport minister 
Robert Goodwill announced plans 
to double cycling, reverse the decline 
in walking and improve the safety of 
cyclists. 

The aim of the new approach is to 
ensure getting around by bike or on 
foot is the natural choice for shorter 
journeys by 2040. 

‘Safe and attractive’ infrastruc¬ 
ture is to be provided to help achieve 
this goal, with local bodies given the 
authority to come up with solutions 
that meet the needs of their areas. 

Adrian Oliver, who runs the Free¬ 
wheel Pub in Graveney, supports the 
need for a long-term approach to im¬ 
prove cycling infrastructure in the 
county. 

He told Kent on Sunday: “Cycling 
infrastructure in Kent is not as good 
as in other areas. 

“There is no strategy behind the 
development of infrastructure in 
Kent and it is poorly maintained, so 
we don’t have good infrastructure at 
the moment. 

“There are lots of admirable pro¬ 
grammes suggested but there is not 
the funding behind it. 

“There is a need for more invest¬ 
ment in running the infrastructure 
and a need for a more long-term ap¬ 
proach.” 

Mr Oliver is also the founder of 
Kent-based CyclingAge, the organi¬ 
sation that delivers Bikeability for 
children in schools around Kent, as 
well as adult cycling training. 

He pointed out that boosting the 
number of cyclists would pay divi¬ 
dends by reducing the burden on lo¬ 
cal infrastructure. 

“It would make such a difference 
in Kent, where we do not have the 
healthiest population,” he ex¬ 
plained. “We need to take that cost 
out of the NHS and a healthier popu¬ 
lation will do that really easily.” 

Government figures support this 
analysis. If Danish levels of cycling 
were to be achieved in the UK, it is 
estimated that this would save the 
NHS £17 billion within ten years. 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Other areas of the country, such 
as London and Manchester, have 
seen significant investment in cycle 
routes in recent years. 

Work is already underway in 
these cities to create segregated cy¬ 
cleways, which protect cyclists from 
other traffic more effectively than 
traditional cycle lanes. 

“Separating cyclists from the 
main traffic is so important - but 
there is not the political will in Kent 
to do it, which is a shame,” said Mr 
Oliver. 

“It does not take a lot of money to 
do this - it is about the political will.” 

British successes in the Tour de 
France and the Olympics have 
helped to raise the profile of cycling 
in recent years, introducing more 
people to a sport that had previously 
been overlooked. 

Despite these successes, the UK 
has a long way to go before it catches 
up with countries such as Germany 
and the Netherlands, where cycling 
is a much bigger part of the culture. 

According to a 2013 survey by the 
European Commission, only four 
per cent of the UK said they cycled 
every day, compared to 43 per cent 
of the Dutch population. 

Mr Oliver said he had noticed a 
rise in the number of people cycling 
following the success of the UK’s 
athletes on the world stage. 

“Yorkshire went for the Tour de 
France and there is a great atmos¬ 
phere there now, which is encour¬ 
aging people to get on their bikes - 
and that gets the politicians going,” 
he explained. 

“I think it is certain that the suc¬ 
cess in Beijing and in London has 
done a tremendous amount for cy¬ 
cling and there has been an increase 
in the past few years. 

“As a result of the money going in 
from the National Lottery, we start¬ 
ed winning things, which was 
great. 

“To win the Tour de France twice 
in the last five years is incredible, so 
there has been an increase. We just 
have to keep going.” 

A consultation has been launched 
by the government seeking views on 
its new strategy, and people are able 
to submit their responses until May 
25. 



FREEWHEEL - PUB AND WORKSHOP 



FREEWHEEL: Adrian Oliver outside his Graveney pub 


THE Freewheel in Graveney 
is a pub with a difference - it 
comes with a fully-equipped 
bicycle workshop offering 
repairs and services. 

Puncture repair, spoke 
replacement and gear 
service are among the 
services on offer at this 
unique venue, situated 
between the North Downs 
and the Kent Coast. 

“It started off because we 
needed another workshop 
for people to come and have 
their bikes serviced, and I 
couldn’t find anywhere on 
the high street that was the 
right sort of place,” owner 
Adrian Oliver explained. 

“Someone mentioned that 
a pub had been shut for a 
while, and it made the 
perfect building.” 

Combining the needs of 
the community with those of 
cyclists passing through has 
made the business viable at 
a time when pubs are 
closing at a fast rate. 

“It has been brilliant. It 
was never an ambition of 
mine to run a pub, but the 
community has helped to 
make it into a proper pub 
again, and the cycling 
community have helped to 
make it sustainable. 

“It takes time to get these 


things known about but with 
social media it is quicker to 
get the message across, and 
traditional media helps too. 

“We are having our first 
birthday party on May bank 
holiday. We will have a 
garden party on the Monday, 
with bands coming, 
including Big Orange Head 
from Whitstable.” 

Mr Oliver’s passion for 
cycling began at a young 
age, but he cycled less and 
less when he became a 
commuter. 

“Then I started working 
from home and commuting 
with my kids to school on 
their bikes, and that is when 
I realised no-one else was 
doing it. So one day I rang 
Kent County Council and 
they encouraged me to do 
something about it. 

Mr Oliver, 49, became a 
fully qualified Bikeability 
instructor, and the Free¬ 
wheel marks his latest 
attempt to raise the profile of 
cycling. 

“We get all sorts of people 
coming to the pub,” he said. 
“It is not a boozer; it’s a 
traditional pub that makes 
everyone feel comfortable. 
We sell coffee and cake as 
well as beer, so it is a very 
friendly place.” 



Auction Sale 

12th April 2016 


barnard 

marcus 


5.2 acre SITE 

Bilsington | Ashford 


Freehold vacant site of 5.2 acres 
with future potential (STPP) 

Please call 0208 741 9990 
www.barnardmarcusauctions.co.uk 


7 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £399 

SATURDAY 28th MAY J 

1 Highland Hotel Fort William if 

1 STB*** 

Scenic ] 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

Scotland 

•6 Nights Half Board 

A 7 day coach 
holiday staying at 
our Highland Hotel. 

. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 

There will be an i 

excursion everyday l 

PICKUP FROM: 

including a cruise on 
Loch Linnhe, Mallaig, 
Sunart & Moidart, 
over to the Isle of 

Skye by ferry to 
Armadale, Inverness, 
Loch Ness, Glencoe, 
Rannoch Moor & 

Oban. 

Orpington, 

Locks bottom, 

Bromley, 

Chislehurst, 

Sidcup, 

Bexley, 

Dartford, 

Birchanger Services 

lochs 

W GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 

Holidays are fully bonded. 
School Road, Gartocharn, 

G83 8RW 

| wwwLOCHS.COM 

01389 713713 | 
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Countdown to EU Referendum E June 23 



Go with the evidence 
not with ‘gut-feeling’ 

In the latest article on key EU issues, Professor Feargal 
Cochrane looks at the ‘toxic issue’ of immigration... 



AUTHOR: Professor Feargal 
Cochrane tackles immigration 


W E currently have 
something ap¬ 
proaching a perfect 
storm in UK poli¬ 
tics, relating to in¬ 
ward migration and the forthcoming EU 
referendum and this looks set to increase 
in severity over the coming months and 
certainly until mid-summer. 

Immigration has been an under¬ 
current in British politics for at least 
two generations, but it has become a 
toxic issue for the main political par¬ 
ties for several reasons. 

Firstly, there is a debate over num¬ 
bers with a belief in some quarters 
that there are too many people com¬ 
ing into Britain, causing an unrea¬ 
sonable pressure on jobs, and other 
aspects of social and health policy. 

Secondly, the issue of migrant 
numbers has been hitched to the de¬ 
bate over EU membership, because of 


the numbers who have taken advan¬ 
tage of free movement rules within 
the EU and migrated from less afflu¬ 
ent countries within the European 
Economic Area. 

Thirdly, the global economic crisis 
that crippled Greece and led to aus¬ 
terity in Ireland, Spain, the UK and 
elsewhere, sharpened the debate over 
inward migration and the EU regula¬ 
tions that facilitated it. 

Fourthly, the concentration on na¬ 
tional security issues since the attacks 
of September 11th 2001, the invasions 
of Afghanistan and Iraq by the US and 
its allies, (including the UK); the bomb 
attacks in London, Madrid -and more 
recently in Paris and Brussels, has led 
to a concern with securing the physi¬ 
cal borders against attacks from those 
beyond them. 

The result was that migration has 
been defined in terms of threats rath¬ 


er than benefits (not only in the UK - 
but across Western Europe) with lit¬ 
tle distinction being made between 
inward EU migration and those from 
beyond it. 

So the issue of migration sits at the 
centre of political debate within Brit¬ 
ain over its future in the European Un¬ 
ion and looks set to be a key issue in 
the referendum vote on 23 June 2016. 

However, many people will take an 
instinctive decision to what wifi argu¬ 
ably be the most important democratic 
decision they wifi participate in during 
their lifetimes, based on a gut feeling - 
rather than on a careful weighing of 
the evidence available to them. 

Much of the debate over immigra¬ 
tion centres on black and white opin¬ 
ions, rather than on careful assess¬ 
ment of the evidence. 

An Ipsos MORI survey conducted 
after the 2015 General Election, 
showed that the UK public believed 
migrants made up 24 per cent of the 
population in the UK - nearly twice 
the real figure of just over 12.5 per 
cent, which included students, who 
are not permanent residents. 

The population of EU migrants is 
much smaller, with just over 4 per 
cent of all the population in England 
and Wales being EU migrants accord¬ 
ing to 2011 Census. 

Numerous academic studies have 
found that inward migration has not 
been a drain on the UK economy and 
in fact the opposite is the case with a 
net fiscal contribution identified. 

Migrants have been found less like¬ 


ly than UK citizens to receive state 
benefits or tax credits and less likely 
to live in social housing. When prop¬ 
erly fiscally audited, it can be seen 
that migrants make broader contri¬ 
butions to the UK economy beyond 
strict monetary transactions. 

In short, other countries pay for 
their skills and education while the 
UK benefits from it, while migrants 
are in the main healthy and young, 
and thus less likely to use the NHS 
than British nationals. 

Finally, as the Migration Observa¬ 
tory in Oxford reported in 2013, two 
of the top three migrant origin coun¬ 
tries to the UK were India and Paki¬ 
stan, which were not in the EU, while 
other top sending countries included 
South Africa and the USA, again, not 
in the EU and rather complicating the 
argument that leaving the EU will 
free the UK from mass migration. 

It would be nice if voters based their 
forthcoming decision in the EU refer¬ 
endum on an informed judgement 
over who migrants are, how many are 
permanently resident in the UK and 
what they contribute to the economic 
and cultural fabric of the country. 

If this happens then we might all 
come out the other side of the result 
having finally come to terms with the 
immigration issue. 

Race and religion though (often 
proxies for opinions on immigration) 
-well that’s another matter. 

■ Feargal Cochrane is director of 
the Conflict Analysis Research 
Centre at the University of Kent. 







Made to measure 
furniture and beds 
Explore your vision with 

FURNITURE VISION 


iiiiiii 


DOOK ONLINE. ORCHARDTBtATKE.CO UK DARTFORD 

Office.0,12*2*0000 ORCHARD THEATRE 


FURNITURE 

VISION 


SALLY MORGAN 

TUE 12 APRIL 


BEYOND THE 
BARRICADE 
WED 13 APRIL 


SOLID GOLD 70s 
SHOW 

THU 14 APRIL 


■ 

M 


Colour match service available 
6 High Street | Strood | ME2 4AP | 01634 713510 


GIFT VOUCHERS 


THE PERFECT GIFT 
FOR EVERT 
OCCASION 


EXPERIENCE 


TAP FACTORY 
MON 11 APRIL 
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Transformed view 
of Medway bridges 

A striking photograph of the Medway bridges has been 
selected as one of the best in a photography competition 
aiming to raise public awareness of infrastructure and will 
now be featured in an exhibition, writes Molly Kersey-Law 


A PHOTOGRAPH of the 
Medway Valley Crossing 
in Cuxton has been se¬ 
lected as the runner up 
in a competition. 

The photograph was taken by 
Patrick Higgins - a professional pho¬ 
tographer from North Wales, who 
frequently travels to Medway. 

It was entered into the Royal Insti¬ 
tution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) 
photography competition, which 
aims to ‘celebrate the most iconic and 
important infrastructure schemes’. 

Mr Higgins, who has been taking 
photographs professionally for some 
ten years, explained: “I have been 
travelling backwards and forwards to 
the area since 1996 and have seen 
the entire crossing develop. 

“My wife comes from Kent, her par¬ 
ents and brother have lived there 
since we were married.” 

Speaking about his photograph, he 
said: “In this instance, the sun was 
low towards the west creating the 


magical textures that you see within 
the photograph. 

“I took several compositions but I 
liked this one the most - it’s stark 
with a brooding sky, yet alive with 
colour,” he added. 

“Most structures can pass you by 
and often you don’t get to see the 
bridges from this low perspective. It’s 
incredible just how the right kind of 
light can transform your view - con¬ 
crete will never be the same again.” 

The nationwide competition ac¬ 
cepts entries of original photographs 
of man-made physical structures 
such as roads, bridges, tunnels and 
power stations. 

It was launched with the aim of 
raising public awareness of ‘the im¬ 
portance of infrastructure to every¬ 
day life and economic growth’. 

The judging panel was made up of 
both industry and photography ex¬ 
perts including Ann Bentley - the 
global chair of property and con¬ 
struction practice Rider Levett Buck- 


nail and architectural photographer 
Steve Mayes. 

Speaking about Mr Higgins’ work, 
the judges explained that they “loved 
the arrangement of the structure in 
this photograph and how Patrick has 
successfully made such a huge cross¬ 
ing appear elegant, by capturing 
beautiful warm colours and alluring 
textures”. 

Mr Higgins was pipped to the post 
by Matthew Jospeh, who won the 
competition with his photograph of 
the Lee Tunnel in London, which is 
part of the River Thames Tideway 
Scheme. 

Mr Higgins’ photograph, along 
with nine others that made the top 
ten, will now be showcased at an ex¬ 
hibition at RICS’ headquarters at Par¬ 
liament Square in London. 

The exhibition begins on April 18 
and lasts for a week, before the imag¬ 
es will be auctioned to raise money 
for property industry charity 
LandAid. 
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Now On! 


big savings... 

Walk In Shower Package 

1400x800 tray - £175 
800 panel 8mm glass - £90 
300 swivel panel 8mm glass - £60 
Plus FREE fast flow turbo waste 
worth £30 

RRP £525 

Package Price £325 
Take away today! 


Don't miss out! More offers in our showroom 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 0AD 

01634 813813 | sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | morrisandturner.co.uk 
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When waves claimed lives of 
nine Incredibly brave' sailors 


During a storm in January 1857, cargo 
ship the Northern Belle ran aground 
on rocks at Kingsgate and in a bid to 
rescue its crew three boats were 
launched but only two sets of sailors 
returned as Chris Murphy reports... 


I T was a disaster at sea wit¬ 
nessed by thousands lining the 
famous cliff-tops around the 
north Kent coast - a flounder¬ 
ing cargo ship had run aground 
which led to the deaths of nine brave 
men who dashed to its rescue. 

As the sun rose, crowds gathered 
on the coastal cliffs to watch the 
crew’s eventual salvation. 

Just hours earlier the sea had taken 
the lives of the Victory, a lugger sta¬ 
tioned at Margate, which was used as a 
‘surfboat’, a privately owned lifeboat. 

A lugger is a class of small boat gen¬ 
erally used for fishing and named af¬ 
ter its lugsails set on two or more 
masts and perhaps lug topsails. 

Today a memorial stands against 
the sea wall in the coastal town near 
to the Turner Contemporary to re¬ 
member those who died that fateful 


night of January 5,1857. 

The campaign to have it installed 
was down to the staff and regulars of 
the Northern Belle inn, named after 
the ship the Victory sped to save. 

The Belle was on her way to Lon¬ 
don from New York. Thanks to the 
fearless work of the Kent men, none of 
her crew were lost. 

It is a terrifying story of pluck that 
has seldom been repeated. 

On the night of January 5, a terrible 
storm was brewing in the English 
Channel that was to eventually turn 
into a full blown gale with ice and 
snow to intensify the nightmare. 

The Northern Belle made anchor 
but it slipped in the wind and the ship 
strayed on to rocks at Kingsgate, be¬ 
tween Margate and Broadstairs. She 
was spotted and by 3am it was clear 
the men on board were in peril. 



FresucaJrt • 

United States 
America For 
Rescue Of Tft 

■Nor‘ tliern 
Crew In 


RECOGNITION: A medal for one of the heroes from a grateful president 


The winds were blowing in the 
wrong direction so the lifeboats Mary 
White and Culmer White were moved 
by horses from Broadstairs to Mar¬ 
gate so they could safely launch. 

While they were being moved, a 
trio of luggers called Ocean, Eclipse 
and Victory went to sea hoping to 
make some salvage money. 

The Ocean plucked five men to safe¬ 
ty leaving around 25 still on board. 

During the rescue, the Victory was 
hit by the powerful waves, turned 
over, and her entire crew was lost. 

The lugger crews were hoping to top 
up their wages over the winter, but the 
work was extremely hazardous. 


Ian Dickie is the lead volunteer at 
Margate museum, where a display all 
about the rescue is available to see. 

He told us: “Those men were in¬ 
credible brave. This was not a good 
time in history to be on a boat. 

“It was a hard, hard life in the nine¬ 
teenth century. I would not want to 
do their job. Once you are around 
500 metres off shore, you haven’t got 
a chance of getting back to shore in 
the storms these men went out in. If 
the cold didn’t get you, you would 
drown from eventual exhaustion. 

“It really was quite horrendous. 

“During the rescue of the Belle, the 
Victory went over and the huge waves 



washed the crew overboard. They 
just never had a chance. 

“There were the lifeboats which 
were run by a charity and the surf- 
boats which were privately owned. It 
was usually the same crew on both. 

“But the men liked to go out in the surf- 
boats because that meant they could go 
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THE DEAD REMEMBERED 


Those lost on the 
Victory were: John 
. Smith, 63; William 
Emptage, 52, John 
Emptage, 29; Isaac 

1 i:- , v-?"-, Solly, 46; Abraham J 
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Busbridge, 35; 

Charles Fuller, 34, 
George Smith,29; 

Henry Paramor, 27; 
and Frederick Bath, * 

22 . 
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SHEPHERD NEAME 



REMEMBERED: A pub in Margate is named after the tragedy 

PICTURE BY ROBIN WEBSTER 


back afterwards and do salvage. 

“The Northern Belle was quite an 
important ship coming over from 
America.” 

After the Victory went down, it was 
decided those that remained on the 
Belle crew should stay put for the 
night, and were lashed to the one re¬ 


maining mast and ride out the storm. 

The next day the two lifeboats were 
sent out to complete the rescue mak¬ 
ing three trips between them. One 
man, George Emptage, made all three 
trips, the final one to talk the captain 
and pilot off the decks and leave the 
Belle. 


Mr Dickie says a lifeboat used in the 
rescue was later paraded through the 
town complete with the Belle’s flag 
which was kept at the Broadstairs 
harbourmaster’s office for some time. 
It was brought out for special days. 

The American president of the 
time, Franklin Pierce, was so thank¬ 


ful that he ordered 25 specially made 
silver medals be made for all those in¬ 
volved in the rescue. 

Once everyone was back on shore, 
the Second Mate of the Northern Belle 
exclaimed that “none but English¬ 
men would have come off to our res¬ 
cue on such a night as this! ” 


Susan Morris, from Ely, Cam¬ 
bridgeshire, is related to two of the 
men lost in the sinking. 

She said: “My mother was an 
Emptage and the two Emptages who 
died were distant relatives; the 
younger one was my great great 
grandfather’s cousin and the older 
one was his uncle from a different 
line. 

“We were lucky that other Emptag¬ 
es were in the other rescue boats and 
lived to tell the tale - they were 
Charles, George and Edward. 

“I believe that all three were the 
brothers of my great grandfather Al¬ 
fred Emptage. 

“I have never seen my great great 
grandfather Alfred mentioned in the 
reports of the disaster but I did dis¬ 
cover he was one of those who sur¬ 
vived the rescue attempts and was 
duly presented with his medal along 
with the others rescuers. 

“A cousin of mine later found a ref¬ 
erence to the medal saying it is now at 
the American Numismatic Society in 
Philadelphia. 

“On the back of the medal you can 
just about make out his name with 
the use of a magnifying glass because 
it is now so worn. 

“It is possible to read the third line 
of the inscription which says “to Al¬ 
fred Emptage”. It is possible that it 
was taken to America when Alfred’s 
oldest son emigrated. 

“We found out it was Alfred who 
had lashed the men of the Belle to 
their masts so they would remain safe 
until the storm had subsided. 

“The men on the Victory were as¬ 
tonishingly brave in the face of such 
horrendous conditions. 

“We were amazed to find we had 
such incredible heroes in our family.” 


St GEORGE’S 

SHOPPING CENTRE 


. 




THE HEART OF GRAVESEND 
THE HEART OF YOUR FAMILY 


Serving our local community 
with a large and still growing 
selection of high street names 
and independent boutiques. 
With regular events held it is 
a day out for all the family. 

Visit stgeorgescentre.co.uk 


KEEP UP TO DATE WITH OUR LATEST OFFERS ► ► 


ACCIDENT CLAIM? 



We can help with 
your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (We are 
included in the Headway 
Solicitors Directory 2016) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 

• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 

Call Girlings’ Personal 
Injury Claims on 

0845 2221 999 
for FREE, no obligation 
advice on your claim 


IhcUw Society 3Dll 

• E-h* Wife* ■“ 

www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 
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Remarkable story of soccer ace 
turned Army officer and hero 

‘True heroes’ come in all shapes, sizes and colours as Chris Murphy discovers as he finds out about 
the First World War Army officer from Folkestone whose skill on the football pitch was matched only 
by his bravery on the battlefield... 



HERO: Folkestone-born Walter Tull (above) and (left) the story in KoS about 
William Cotter that prompted historian Marika Sherwood to contact us 


Story of VC hero’s 
courageous last 
stand goes online 

William Cotter received the highest possible honour for his 
bravery during the First World War. Now his story will live on 
for future generations thanks to the National Army Museum 
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I T was recently the anniversary 
of the death of one of Kent’s fin¬ 
est First World War heroes who 
was killed in action on March 
25,1918. 

As a black man, Walter Tull broke 
military rules when he took up the 
position of an officer in the Army. 

University historian Marika Sher¬ 
wood, from Faversham, who has 
studied Mr Tull’s story, explained: 
“He was a remarkable man and 
achieved so much as a time when be¬ 
ing a man of his colour would have 
been a hindrance. 

“Why a law was brought in to stop 
someone black being trained and pro¬ 
moted as an officer, I don’t know. 

“But by the First World War you 
had to be of pure European descent to 
become an officer. And some regi¬ 
ments didn’t accept black volunteers. 
However, not all regiments were so 
racist and we now have a book about 
them serving in the war, called Black 
Tommies.” 

Walter came from Folkestone, and 
Ms Sherwood said: “Another fine lo¬ 
cal soldier to that town, William Cot¬ 
ter also stood out in the military for 
his bravery. It seems the town once 
bred true heroes.” 

Walter Tull was born in Folkestone 
on April 28, 1888. His father Daniel 
had arrived from Barbados in 1876 
and found work as a carpenter and 
later married Alice Elizabeth Palmer, 
from Hougham. 

Their young son Walter was edu¬ 
cated at North Board School, now 
Mundella Primary School, in Folke¬ 
stone. 

It was far removed from the life of 
his grandfather, who had been a slave 
in Barbados. 

Tragically, both Walter’s parents 
died when he was nine-years-old, so 
he and his brother Edward were 
moved to live in a Methodist orphan¬ 
age in Bethnal Green, East London. 

It soon became apparent Walter 
had a great talent for football and in 
1909 was signed by Tottenham Hot¬ 
spur, thus becoming Britain’s third 
black professional footballer after 
Arthur Wharton of Sheffield and Billy 
Clarke, who played for Aston Villa. 

During some of his matches, the 
first reports of racism from the ter¬ 
races emerged. The first came during 
an away FA Cup match against Bris¬ 
tol City in 1909. The headline in the 
local paper rang: “Colour Prejudice 
Problem at Bristol”. 

But the Football Star newspaper re¬ 
ported: “Tull is a model for all white 
men who play football.” 

War came as Glasgow Rangers be¬ 
gan negotiations with Northampton 
Town to transfer Tull. 

However, the young man aban¬ 
doned his football career to join the 
17th (1st Football) Battalion of the 
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Middlesex Regiment. His battalion 
arrived in France in November 1915. 

And it wasn’t long before he made 
his mark. 

Ms Sherwood continued: “In the 
Army, Tull’s leadership qualities were 
quickly recognised and he was pro¬ 
moted to sergeant. 

“Despite military regulations for¬ 
bidding ‘any negro or person of col¬ 
our’ being commissioned as an offic¬ 
er, Walter was promoted to lieutenant 
in 1917 after attending the officer 
training school at Gailes, Scotland. 

“He had fought in the battle of the 
Somme in 1916 and in Italy in 1917 
when he was mentioned in despatch¬ 
es for gallantry and coolness when 
leading a company of 26 men on a 
raiding party into enemy territory.” 

From there, it was back to France, 
but tragedy was not far away. 

Ms Sherwood, a research fellow at 


the Institute of Commonwealth Stud¬ 
ies, University of London, told KoS: 
“He was returned to France and on 
25th March, 1918, was ordered to 
lead his men in an attack on the Ger¬ 
man trenches at Favreuil. 

“He was hit by a German bullet and 
must have died instantly. His body 
was never recovered. He was just 29 
years old.” 

On April 17, 1918, a Lieutenant 
Pickard wrote to Walter’s brother: 
“Being at present in command (the 
captain was wounded) - allow me to 
say how popular he was throughout 
the Battalion. He was brave and con¬ 
scientious; he had been recommend¬ 
ed for the Military Cross, and had cer¬ 
tainly earned it, the Commanding 
Officer had every confidence in him, 
and he was liked by the men. 

“Now he has paid the supreme sac¬ 
rifice; the Battalion and Company 
North & West 


have lost a faithful officer; personally 
I have lost a friend. Can I say more, 
except that I hope that those who re¬ 
main may be true and faithful as he.” 

The medal was never formally 
awarded to the ‘brave’ soldier and a 
campaign has run on and off ever 
since for him to receive the recogni¬ 
tion he deserves. 

In 2006, historian Phil Vasili and 
Northampton South MP Brian Binley 
launched a campaign for Tull to be 
posthumously awarded the Military 
Cross, but so far to no avail. 

Mr Vasili made a film in 2008 
about Tull’s extraordinary life called 
Walter’s War, and a fresh film is said 
to be in the wings starring Tom 
Wilkinson and Vinnie Jones. 

There has also been a stage play 
which was well received. 

Ms Sherwood added: “In the First 
World War Britain it was decided it 
could not have a black person point¬ 
ing the gun at Europeans, so its regi¬ 
ments from the Caribbean, some 
15,200 in the British West India Reg¬ 
iment, only fought in the Middle East. 
They could have also been used as la¬ 
bourers. 

“The French had no such problem 
and used half a million men from 
their African colonies to fight in Eu¬ 
rope. Britain used about 1.1 million 
Indian troops plus an unknown 
number of ‘pioneer’ troops which 
were carriers or labourers. 

“Numbers are equally unclear for 


Africans. It is thought there were 
about one million who fought, espe¬ 
cially in the takeover of German colo¬ 
nies in Africa. 

“They were supported by at least 
three million ‘carriers’ as there were 
no roads or railways that could be 
used and diseases killed horses.” 

The Ministry of Defence has always 
refused to award the medal, but the 
campaign continues, said Ms Sher¬ 
wood. 

“He was an amazing man and an 
inspiration to so many that it is only 
fitting that his family should one day 
be allowed to have the medal he so 
richly deserves. 

“The war was horrific yet he 
showed the courage few men are ca¬ 
pable of, so surely it would be justice 
for the medal to be awarded. I am 
confident it will happen eventually, 
but why wait so long? 

“Walter Tull is a hero and Folke¬ 
stone should be proud of him. His 
bravery knew no bounds and his life 
should be marked. 

“Another major movie on Tull’s life 
could be just the impetus the cam¬ 
paign needs to ensure one day the 
world knows his name.” 

Pat Justad, his brother Edward’s 
granddaughter, once told the Inde¬ 
pendent: “The lovely thing is that the 
story is being used educationally, but 
it’s also slightly strange because it’s 
always just been a family story for 
us.” 
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spans generations 
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Our workbooks and testbooks are 
perfect preparation for the 11+exam 


English 

Comprehension 


1 


Maths 


Numerical Reasoning 


WORKBOOK 

Non-verbalj 
Reasoning ^ 


Maths 
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Three-dimensional Techniqt 
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AE Publications workbooks and testbooks form part of a 
balanced extra-curricular programme that may be easily 
implemented by you and your child at home. 

All our books are classroom tested throughout the academic 
year, to ensure that they meet our high standards of excellence 





Order online now: 


aepublications.co.uk 
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We have had ‘glamping’, and now it 
seems we really enjoy ‘champing’ in 
the county too. Chris Murphy finds 
out more... 


FORDWICH*tf>u 


PICTURES BY Joseph John Casey 


Is camping 
in a church 
the new 
glamping? 


W HILE ‘glamping’ is 
all about being posh 
under canvas, 
‘champing’ is all 
about spending the 
night... inside a church. 

Armed with a sleeping bag and 
some provisions, more and more of us 
are getting behind this novel money¬ 
making idea from the Churches Con¬ 
servation Trust. 

It has become so popular since its 
launch last year with two churches 
taking part, that this year there are 
plans to bring many more parishes on 
board. 

While exactly how many fresh 
churches there will be to spend the 
J night in, a spokesman admits they 
had no idea it would catch on so 
quickly. 

Across the south east, there are 
now 10 churches taking part, but 
■ Kent is set to open many more to over¬ 
night stayers. 

Presently Kent has All Saints’ 
Church in West Stourmouth and The 
Church of St Mary the Virgin in 
Fordwich. 


The Churches Conservation Trust 
is the operator of the third largest her¬ 
itage estate in charitable ownership. 

The mostly Grade I and II listed 
buildings and several Scheduled An¬ 
cient Monuments under its umbrella 
could have vanished forever without 
its vital work. 

They are progressively being as so¬ 
cial, tourism, educational or cultural 
resources, which means they can be 
kept open and become the heart of a 
community once again. 

And that now includes champing 
which has just received the Special 
Judge’s Award for Best Accommoda¬ 
tion at the 2016 Hudson’s Heritage 
Awards. 

The original Saxon building of All 
Saints was damaged in an earth¬ 
quake in 1382 and subsequently re¬ 
built. 

St Mary’s is a small crooked church 
that exudes warmth and light and is 
jam-packed full of ancient examples of 
exquisite craftsmanship. 

Pieces include the 12th-century 
marble font, jewel-coloured 14th cen¬ 
tury stained glass and a large carved 


stone shrine, dating from 
around 1100. 

It costs around £55 per per¬ 
son to go champing in Kent, 
which includes breakfast, and 
the cash is used for repair and 
investment to church buildings 
in more remote locations. 

It is £20 for children 15 and 
under and for groups of eight or 
more the price reduces to £45 
per adult. 

The season starts on 1st May, 
and the trust reckons it will be a 
busy year for the Kent churches 
taking part. All the slots can be 
booked online. 

All through 2015, when it 
was launched as a pilot scheme, 
champers arrived from around 
the world. 

Crispin Truman, chief execu¬ 
tive of trust, said: “Our in¬ 
church-camping breaks have 
already seized the imagination 
of hundreds of champers 
around the country and the 
bookings are flying in for the 
2016 season.” 


And Peter Aiers, south east 
trust director, added: “I love his¬ 
toric parish churches and there 
is no better way to enjoy their 
beauty and tranquillity than by 
staying the night. We want to 
increase the appeal of these 
public spaces for everyone, so 
come Champing.” 

Chatham and Aylesford » 
member of parliament and Min¬ 
ister for Heritage, Tracey 
Crouch, said: “The Churches 
Conservation Trust does fantas¬ 
tic work protecting many of our § 
important historic churches 
and making them accessible to 
the public. 

“The trust’s champing : 
scheme has proved a hugely 
popular and inventive way to 
encourage people to explore 
church buildings. As Minister 
for both Heritage and Tourism, 
this scheme is truly an encour¬ 
aging way to ensure the rich 
history in churches is not lost.” 

■ For more information, 
visit champing.co.uk 





AUCTION SALE 

12th April 2016 barnard 

land- i .03 acre marcus 

Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells 


Freehold vacant site of 1.03 
acre with future potential (STPP) 

Please call 0208 741 9990 

www.barnardmarcusauctions.co.uk 
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Q&A 

TOM THE MUSICAL’S KIT ORTON 


The star of the hit musical tells us about playing a legend and the less 
well known story of Tom Jones’ life before he became famous. 


TOM JONES IS A TRUE ICON. 

HOW DID YOU FEEL WHEN 
YOU FOUND OUT YOU WERE 
PLAYING HIM? 

I felt brilliant, then the reality set 
in that I’m playing someone very 
current in everyone’s minds. I just 
hoped that people would accept and 
respect what I did with him. I’m 
lucky in that I’m playing him at a time 
before everyone knew who he was. 

HOW DOES THAT HELP? 

It gives me a lot of artistic licence. 

I don’t do an impression or an 
impersonation. I could — if there’s 
ever karaoke on, I will sing It’s Not 
Unusual. It’s my party trick — but I try 
to pay a bit more respect to him, as 
he is still going. 

THE SHOW FOCUSES ON 
LESSER KNOWN TIME IN 
TOM’S LIFE, DOESN’T IT? 

Yes, it’s a true story, about the early 
life of Tom Jones. We all got to know him when he was 
famous but there is a fascinating story about him trying to 
become somebody. It’s about him breaking down doors 
trying to get recognised, trying to escape what he thought 
was trapping him in this small community in Wales. He was 
working in a paper mill and was just desperate to sing. 

It doesn’t happen quickly for him. In part of the show, 
he’s close to throwing himself in front of a train because it’s 
not happening. He’s not making any money, everyone’s about 
to give up on him and he can’t go home a failure. There are 
dark moments in Tom’s life that I was completely unaware of 
before I joined the show. 


WAS THE MUSIC A SURPRISE 
TOO? 

The numbers that we’ve got in the 
show aren’t all songs that you’d 
necessarily associate with him. The 
songs we concentrate on are the 
songs he used to sing in the pubs 
and clubs around Wales; Jerry 
Lee Lewis numbers, A1 Jolson 
numbers. 

We’ve got actors playing 
Tom’s band, The Senators, who 
happen to be the most amazing 
musicians as well, so everything 
you hear in the show is absolutely 
live. We perform those gigs like 
you would have heard them if you 
were there. The amps are on stage 
with them and set up exactly as 
they would have been in the late 
50s early 60s. 

Honestly, if I thought this was 
a jukebox musical I wouldn’t have 
signed on to it. We don’t have a 
cat called Delilah or a scene where 
we buy a new pet leading to What’s New, Pussycat? We don’t 
shoehorn songs in for no reason. Our songs are put in place 
because Tom was a performer. There’s no way you can tell his 
story without having them. We do a lovely medley of hits at 
the end though, because we want to give people a feel good 
boom. That’s cool, because it’s not involved in the story; it’s 
just a bit of fun. 

HAS SIR TOM SEEN IT? 

He hasn’t. His management are aware of the project. Maybe 
he’ll come. I think he’d appreciate the respect we’ve given him 
and his story: it makes for great theatre. 



In part of the show, he’s close to throwing himself in front of a train because it’s not happening. He’s 
not making any money, everyone’s about to give up on him and he can’t go home a failure. There are 
dark moments in Tom’s life that I was completely unaware of before Ijoined the show. 
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STEP BACK IN TIME TO THE DANCE HALLS OF THE 60S AND 
WITNESS THE MAKING OF THE LEGEND THAT IS TOM JONES 
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THE MUSICAL 



Tue 26 - Sat 30 April 2016 
BROMLEY 0203 285 6000 

CHURCHILL THEATRE wwwxhurchilltheatre.co.uk 
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GALLERY: Gruesome deaths and the cold-blooded killers behind those crimes have a fascination for many people... 


Investigating our fascination with 
serial killers and chilling crimes 


A retired murder squad detective will be bringing his new show, highlighting the crimes of 20 of the 
UK’s worst serial killers, to Gravesend. He spoke to Molly Kersey-Law... 


H earing the stories of 
how serial killers went 
about committing their 
murders is enough to 
send shivers down any¬ 
one’s spine. 

And yet, many have something of a 
morbid fascination with these killers 
and the crimes that they have 
committed. 

Trevor Marriott, a retired murder 
squad detective, has been research¬ 
ing serial killers for a number of 
years, producing books and stage 
shows exploring their crimes, errors 
made by law enforcement agencies 
persuing them at the time, and how 
they were eventually caught. 

His new show - The UK’s Worst Se¬ 
rial Killers - will be performed at 
Gravesend’s Woodville Halls next 
month. 

“The show is a spin-off from my 
show last year called World’s Worst 
Serial Killers, the content of which 
was from my book, The Evil Within,” 
Mr Marriott told KoS. 

“It was such a successful show, and 
following the show lots of people were 
coming up to me and saying why 
didn’t you include this one, or that 
one? 

“I decided to do one on the UK’s 
worst serial killers. This time I start 
with serial killers going back to the 
Victorian period and then bring it 
back up to date.” 

While the show is certainly not for 
the faint-hearted, Mr Marriott ex¬ 
plained that it won’t be as graphic as 
his previous one. 
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“There’s no blood and gore,” he 
said. 

“A lot of the serial killers featured 
in World’s Worst Serial Killers are not 
from this country and it’s far easier to 
get access to crime scene photos in 
countries outside of the UK. It’s diffi¬ 
cult to get hold of crime scene photos 
in this country, the police tend to 
keep them very much to themselves 
and don’t make them available to the 
press, whereas in countries like the 
US they are far easier to get access to.” 

The audio-visual show features 
photographs of the killers and their 
victims. 

Mr Marriott added: “It’s not just me 
standing up there talking, there’s 
about 200 images and video clips 
that are shown. 

“For those people who watch TV 
documentaries you get a 60 minute 
documentary on one person alone. In 
this particular show I can give the 
tales of 20 serial killers - their crimes, 
how they conducted them and how 
they were caught. 

“I have tried to break it up in relation 
to the type of murders they carried out 
and what they did to their victims. I 
have to vary the content so it doesn’t 
get repetitive and choose crimes that 
people can get interested in.” 

And he has noticed an interesting 
trend in the audiences that come to 
see his shows. 

“I have to say that perhaps 80 per 
cent of my audience, with the previ¬ 
ous show and this one so far, all tend 
to have been made up of women,” he 
said. 


“The age range tends to be right 
across the board, but there’s a greater 
leaning towards younger people. I 
would put that down to the fact that I 
get a lot of students coming to the 
shows, who are studying subjects like 
criminology and psychology. 

“A lot of the students on those 
courses tend to be females rather 
than males, so that helps to swell the 
female numbers.” 

Serial killers known to have had 
links to the county include Colin Ire¬ 
land, who was born in Dartford and 
murdered a number of homosexual 
men and Patrick Mackay, who con¬ 
fessed to killing 11 people - with eld¬ 
erly women and a priest among his 
victims - in Kent and London. 

But Mr Marriott remained tight- 
lipped on whether either of them 
would be discussed in the show. 

“They could be,” he said. 

“Patrick Mackay is an interesting 
one. When you look at the crimes of 
these serial killers, there’s some who 
don’t care who they kill or where they 
kill or why. I think Mackay was one of 
those. 

“I tend not to tell people who is in it 
at this stage, because it often spoils it 
if people know who they are seeing. 
There are people in this show that 
people who follow serial killers and 
their crimes are not going to be too 
familiar with.” 

Mr Marriott spent some 25 years in 
the police force, and conducted a cold 
case investigation into the 1888 Jack 
the Ripper murders in 2002. 

“With reference to the Ripper in¬ 
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vestigation my police experience was 
invaluable,” he said. 

“I could look at things in a totally 
different light to an author or mem¬ 
ber of the public.” 

He published books Jack the Ripper 
- A 21st Century Investigation and 
Jack the Ripper - The Secret Police 
Files, before turning his attention to 
researching serial killers and releas¬ 
ing The Evil Within - The World’s 
Worst Serial Killers, in 2014. 

But what of criticism that he is 
making a profit out of people’s pain 
and suffering? 

“What I am presenting 
to the public is reality. 

It’s what happened. We 
can’t change that,” he 
said. 

“When I took my 
World’s Worst Serial 
Killers show to a thea¬ 
tre in Yorkshire - of 
course with the York- \ 
shire Ripper in particu¬ 
lar - a reporter said ‘do 
you think it’s right you’re 
making money out of this 
type of thing?’. 

I said ‘the stories are 
there to be told’. 

“The York¬ 
shire Ripper 
goes back 
more than 
30 years 
and a lot of 
people who 
come to 
the show 


weren’t even born then, therefore 
what I am describing, they might not 
even be aware of. 

“How far do you go back and say - 
will relatives not be too pleased if 
you’re talking about their loved ones 
being killed? 

“Jack the Ripper was 127 years ago, 
are we to say we can’t talk about Jack 
the Ripper because there may be fam¬ 
ily members of the victims who are 
still alive?” 

The UK’s Worst Serial Killers will 
be performed at the Woodville Halls 
on April 21. 

For more 
information visit 
www.trevormarriott. 
co.uk. 


TALK: Retired 
murder squad 
detective Trevor 
Marriott 
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Lakeside 


Is your wardrobe lacking 
the vibrancy of spring? 
Or are your go-to summer 
outfits looking more 


drab than fab? Now’s the 
perfect time to shake up 
your style ready for the 
warmer months, so we’ve 


taken a sneak peek at 
the hottest trends hitting 
stores at intu Lakeside this 
season... 



Nauticaluxe blues, reds and whites - think 

A t , stripes paired with standout red 

A fashion classic has been t t t TT , 

r i .1 heels and a bit of glitz. Head 

revamped this season for both b 

menswear and womenswear as *° Topshop where this trend 

nautical style gets turned up a * s BIG - and don’t forget the 

notch to become Nauticaluxe. nautical inspired accessories to 

This trend is all about big, bold complete the look. 


Boko Bandit 

Reminisce about the summer of 
’69 with this vintage inspired 
trend hot off the catwalks. From 
patterned maxi dresses to big 
floppy hats, this style is inspired 


by all things 60s and 70s and is 
perfect for warm summer days 
spent round the BBQ. Want the 
look? You’ll find everything 
you need to embrace this style 
at River Island. 
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DKNY at House of Fraser 
Monochrome scarf £39 

Red Herring at Debenhams 
Bag £20 


Monochrome 

Monochrome is a surprise hit 
this season and it’s been spotted 
on catwalks from New York to 
Paris. With its sharp silhouettes 
and geometric patterns, this 
style is the perfect option 


if you’re looking to make a 
statement. The trend has even 
been appearing on swimwear, 
perfect for lounging around 
the pool. Check out Victoria 
Secret’s range of swimwear and 
discover a monochrome style 
which gets heads turning. 



Dorothy Perkins 
Suede Dress £90 

DKNY at House of Fraser 
Saffiano Light Pink Satchel 
£215 



Pink Soda 

Who doesn’t love a splash of 
colour? With this feminine 
trend you’ll stand out from the 
crowd and have a bit of fun 
whilst you’re doing it! Use a 
kaleidoscope of pastels and 


don’t be afraid to team baby 
pinks with baby blues. Don’t 
forget a pair of statement white 
jeans and court shoes to ensure 
your look ‘pops’. Dorothy 
Perkins is the place to go to 
embrace this trend. 



With a bigger fashion selection 
than ever before, including All 
Saints, Zara, Oasis and House 
of Fraser, intu Lakeside is the 
perfect destination to revamp 
your wardrobe. Or, get personal 
with intu Lakeside’s very own 


personal stylist, Carlene Noel, 
who offers FREE sessions at the 
centre. So whether you’re jetting 
off on a holiday, partying the day 
away at a festival or getting sun- 
kissed on the beach, ensure your 
style is on trend at intu Lakeside. 
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Holywell Park 

Nursing & Residential Care 


Providing a Caring Home for your Loved Ones 



Holywell Park Residential and Nursing Care Home 

NURSING AND RESIDENTIAL HOME FOR THE ELDERLY. 

Family-run home in a lovely setting, providing a caring home 
environment for elderly men and women. Accommodation on three floors, lifts and nurse call system. 
Lovely dining room and three lounges with views of the grounds. 

About Us 

Holywell Park is a large country house built approximately 300 years ago and is set in its own grounds 
situated in the Hamlet of Hodsoll Street. Family run since 1986, our aim is to provide a friendly, caring 
environment for the elderly. The beautiful house is surrounded by lovely gardens. There is even a quaint 
country put outside our gates! 

Nursing Care 

We provide comprehensive individualised nursing care delivered by our experienced team of fully trained Nurses 
and Care Assistants. We cater for those requiring general nursing care and also for those who require some specialist 
nursing care. 

Each resident will receive an assessment prior to admission to ensure that we are able to meet their needs. This 
assessment will be carried out by one of our Managers and will be used to form the basis of the residents care plan. 

This personalised care planwill detail each and every assessed need and contain a plan of action for those needs to 
ensure that the resident receives the highest quality of care. 

Residential Care 

We provide residential care in luxury and homely surroundings. We will not only look after all the personal needs of 
our residential care residents but also promote their social being and independence. 

As with our nursing clients, we will also carry out a full assessment prior to admission and create an individualised care 
plan to ensure that all assessed needs are met including religious, social and cultural needs. 

Respite Care 

We understand the considerable pressures of looking after a very dependent elderly person and are aware that at times 
you may appreciate a break. Should you need to arrange care for a short period to as long as you wish then please 
contact contact us and we will carry out a full assessment of needs. 

If you have arranged a holiday then your loved one can also enjoy a holiday at Holywell Park where they will meet new 
friends and participate in all the daily activities of a vibrant community. 

Hodsoll Street, Ash-cum-Ridley, Nr Sevenoaks, Kent, TNI5 7LE 
Telephone: 01732 822 215 • Fax: 01732 823 661 
www.holywellpark.com • Email: holywellpark@aol.com 
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Meet the real superheroes that 
keep people safe on our streets 

They have been described as the ‘backbones of our communities, playing a vital role in keeping us 
safe and helping others’ by none other than the county’s police and crime commissioner Ann 
Barnes. Luke May finds out about the work of Kent’s many street pastors by talking to one of the 
volunteers who patrols the streets of Gravesend... 




“I would say the arguments we see 
aren’t any more than what I would 
call domestics, people in the same 
group arguing, we don’t really get 
any sort of gang violence.” 

Having joined the pastors when 
they were set up in 2009, the 74-year- 
old explained why she was still will¬ 
ing to head out on patrol. 

She said: “We have prayer pastors 
who stay at base, radioing us if there 
is anything going on and offering us 
refreshments when we come in for 
breaks. 

“I much prefer being out on the 
streets, what I didn’t expect was for it 
to be so much fun. 

“We’re past the jokes with people 
calling us street pasties, everyone 
who is out know who we are and talk 
to us when they need to. 

“People often get concerned for our 
welfare; they ask who we are and 
why we aren’t at home in bed. 

“But out on patrol, we can have just 
as much fun as the people who are 
out celebrating.” 

“The big attraction to being a street 
pastor for me was that we are a Chris¬ 
tian organisation, but we cannot be 
evangelical. 

“We can’t just approach people and 
start talking about our religion. 

“Some people like to talk to us 
about it and ask us questions, we get 
couples that say they would like to get 
married in a church but have never 
been to one. 

“We’re not trying to convert peo¬ 
ple, we’re just trying to help them on 
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their night out.” 

Last year the organisation helped 
272 people in difficulty. 

Following its success, the police 
and crime commissioner’s office 
awarded the pastors’ a £1,516 grant. 

The volunteer explained why re¬ 
ceiving donations was so important 
to the pastor’s existence. 

She said: “Anyone who signs up 
has to find £300, this all goes towards 
the costs of the uniform and the ad¬ 
ministration of the group. 

All but one of our team are unpaid 
volunteers, the only person who is 
paid is in charge of our admin. 

“It is a lot of money but it shows the 
commitment of those who want to 
join, they’ve got there uniform and 
they’re ready. 

“You have to train to become a 
street pastor, it takes 12 sessions on 
Saturdays, so anyone who signs up 
has to be willing to give up that many 
Saturdays. 

“During the training courses we 
cover things like first aid and com¬ 
municating with people.” 

Other courses taken by the pastors 
include knowing your area and men¬ 
tal health training, as well as infor¬ 
mation on drug and alcohol 
awareness. 

And Mrs McBean who describes her¬ 
self as a “Gravesender”, said the group 
often works alongside the police. 


“The police have said we’re helpful, 
they could be looking after people but 
once we arrive they know we can 
take over and they can continue their 
patrols. 

“It’s a two way relationship, they 
ask us to keep an eye out for things 
sometimes and we have to call them 
sometimes 

“We try and clean up glass bottles 
as we go, it’s not just about the envi¬ 
ronment, and they do have the poten¬ 
tial to be used as weapons.” 

Police and crime commissioner 
Ann Barnes praised the work of the 
street pastors. 

She said: “These people are the 
backbones of our communities, play¬ 
ing a vital role in keeping us safe and 
helping others. 

“I know this grant will make a real 
difference to them. 

“The pastors made a very compel¬ 
ling bid for the money and I’m de¬ 
lighted to be able to help them con¬ 
tinue with their vital work. 

Money from the grant is expected 
to go towards setting up a new team 
to send out on patrols in Gravesend. 

The service is always looking for 
new recruits either as prayer or street 
pastors. 

To find out more about the char¬ 
ity, contact gravesham@street- 
pastors.co.uk. 
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BACKBONE: Street pastors are there to help those who have been out and 
may need a little bit of help after a few drinks too many... 
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W ALKING through 
the streets of 
Gravesend on a 
night out might 
conjure up all sorts 
of sights, but in recent years one sta¬ 
ple of every weekend has been the 
teams of patrolling street pastors 
looking out for those in need. 

Teams of street pastors work across 
Kent, with groups in Tunbridge 
Wells, Whitstable, Sitingbourne, 
Sheppey and more. 

With teams of four ranging from 
23-year-olds to 80-year-olds, the 
Gravesham street pastors aim to keep 
people safe on nights out in Graves¬ 
end. 

Running since 2009, there are 
nearly 50 volunteers who walk the 
streets of the town centre on Friday 
and Saturday nights. 

Priscilla McBean has been with the 
pastors since it started, and told KoS 
what the team do on an average night 
out. 

“Our regular hours are from 10pm 
to 2am, but it depends on what we 
find, on the last Saturday of the 
month (payday) we put out two 
teams, as one goes in for refresh¬ 
ments at around midnight, the other 
goes out and stays out until around 
4am. 

“We like to think the town is cov¬ 
ered completely. 

“People being drunk is usually the 
biggest thing we encounter on a 
night out. 

“I often say we are there to listen, to 
help and to care. 

“We sit with people who might 
have had a bit too much to drink, get 
them sober enough so they can get a 
cab home. 

“We see girls that start off the night 
with wonderful shoes that take them 
off toward the end. 


“Instead of letting them walk 
around barefoot on the streets we 
give them flip-flops. 

“We tend to focus on girls, if we see 
them outside a train station on their 
own we’ll go over and talk to them so 
they’re not alone. 

“They say they’re just waiting for 
somebody but we think they’re safer 
with someone there, so we’ll talk to 
them about their night and where 
they’ve been. 

“On every patrol we carry lollipops 
and we hand them out, it tends to de¬ 
fuse any tense situations, but we of¬ 
ten find that our presence can help. 
























Visit: 

www.bybrook-barn.co.uk 



(garden centre 


YOUR L( 
GARDEN 



LETS 




WESTLAND 
MULTI-PURPOSE 
COMPOST WITH 
ADDED JOHN INNES (60LTR) 

£6.99 EACH 

3 BAGS FOR THE PRICE OF 2 


COMPOST OFFER 





Open daily Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm 

Canterbury Road, Kennington, Ashford TN24 9JZ (M20 Junction 9, A28) 


GO G; 



YOUR O! 
GARDEI 
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DCAL INDEPENDENT See more on our 

<1 CENTRE Facebook page 


OAK FURNITURE 


CANE CONSERVATORY FURNITURE 


KENT'S FURNITURE CLEARANCE CENTRE 

: FURNITURE! 


URDEIMING! 


facebook.com/BybrookBarn 
Tel: 01233 631959 | www.bybrook-barn.co.uk 


NE STOP 
SI SHOP 
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holidays 




Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Free Drinks 
Entertainment 
Over 40s only 
£10pp deposit 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 
Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 *ATOL9362 
info@gnholidays.com 
www.gnholidays.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


#ABTA 


Q 
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Mamma Mia & Super 70s Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk 
Friday, 8 July, 2016 
Quote: SS7-KOS 

Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for 
a Super Summer Private Party - for over 40s only. Our 
fun-packed weekend features 70s chart toppers 
Showaddywaddy, a screening of Mamma Mia the 
movie plus Abba and Rod Stewart tributes. 
Entertainment is virtually non-stop from Friday to 
Sunday evening and you'll also enjoy free drinks 
every night. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person per night - house 
beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft drinks & 
mixers • Entertainment • 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation - club upgrade available • 3 dinners & 3 
breakfasts • Free Parking 


60s Party Break 

Thatcher's Hotel, 

Guildford, Surrey 

Friday 28 Oct, 2016 - Quote: TGI O-KOS 

Enjoy live entertainment from a 60s tribute act both 
nights at the Thatcher's Hotel in the heart of the 
Surrey countryside just a short drive from Guildford. 
There are plenty of local attractions to explore 
during the day including Guildford Cathedral, The 
Hogs Back Brewery and Polesden Lacey. Further 
afield, Portsmouth with its Gunwharf Quays outlet 
shopping village and Spinnaker Tower is about an 
hour's drive away. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts 
• 2 nights sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV, 
tea/coffee tray and free wifi • Free Parking 


Ultimate 60s Christmas Party 
Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk 

Friday, 18 November, 2016 
Quote: XP11-KOS 

Join us on the Suffolk coast for a Fab Private Party - 
for over 40s only - to get you in the mood for 
Christmas. Enjoy plenty of festive fun, free drinks 
every night and non-stop entertainment from Friday 
to Sunday evening. This year's line-up includes: The 
Searchers, Union Gap, The New Honeycombs, The 
Cufflinks plus a tribute to Dusty Springfield. 
INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person per night - house 
beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft drinks & 
mixers • Entertainment • 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation - club upgrade available • 3 dinners & 3 
breakfasts • Free Parking 


Super 60s Premium 

Christmas Party at Warner 
Norton Grange, Isle of Wight 

Friday 25 Nov, 2016 - Quote: NG11 -KOS 

Great Entertainment, a fab festive atmosphere, free 
drinks, good food, free car ferry and a super location 
make Warner's Norton Grange resort, on the Isle of 
Wight, our most popular over 40s Christmas Party 
venue. We've booked the whole resort again for an 
exclusive celebration with a super entertainment 
line-up featuring 60s band Union Gap, Roy Carter of 
Heatwave, a Rod Stewart tribute and more. 
INCLUDED: Free drinks from 6pm to midnight every 
night - house beers and spirits, wine by the glass, 
pumped soft drinks and mixers • Entertainment • 3 
nights standard en-suite chalet - upgrades available • 3 
breakfasts & 3 dinners • Return car ferry & Free Parking 


Private Events - You cannot book these self-drive breaks direct with the hotels/resorts 
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14 Oct, 4 & 18 Nov, 2016 - Quote SR-KOS 

Join us for a 60s-themed private party break at Stoke 
Rochford Hall in the heart of rural Lincolnshire near 
Grantham. This historic Victorian mansion is set in 28 
acres of landscaped parkland with accommodation 
in the Stable Courtyard and Woodland Lodge annexe 
and entertainment in The Venue - for over 40s only, 
all located in the grounds. Enjoy a 60s tribute act 
both nights and access to the leisure club's gym, 
heated pool, sauna and steam room. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment • 2 dinners & 2 breakfasts 
• Free use of leisure facilities • 2 nights sharing an en- 
suite bedroom with TV & tea/coffee tray • Free Parking 


60s Party Breaks 

Stoke Rochford Hall, 
Lincolnshire 


Entertainment 
Over 40s only 
£10pp deposit 


+ pp / 
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60s Party Break 

4-Star Hinckley Island Hotel, 

Leicestersghire 

Friday, 17 June, 2016 - Quote HK6-K0S 

Join us for a private party break featuring 60s bands 
The Fortunes and The Ivy League at the 4-star 
Hinckley Island Hotel nestled in the heart of 
Leicestershire near Nuneaton and Market Bosworth. 
Relax in the hotel's indoor pool and fitness suite, the 
Triumph Sports bar and Piazza Lounge Bar, or 
venture out to nearby attractions, before dinner and 
a fun-packed evening both nights. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts 

• Free use of leisure facilities • 2 nights sharing an en- 
suite bedroom with TV, tea/coffee tray and free wifi 

• Free Parking 






































» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 
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EMOTIONAL: Ireland’s Call will be performed at the Central Theatre, Chatham 


of major historical events 

Musical is Tull of emotional highs and lows’ and will be performed in Chatham 


A NEW musical adapta¬ 
tion of the critically- 
acclaimed show Es¬ 
sence of Ireland will be 
performed in Chatham 
during its tour of the UK. 

Ireland’s Call will be performed at 
the Central Theatre later this 
month. 

Inspired by true events and span¬ 
ning three decades, the musical 
tells the story of one man’s love for 
his Irish homeland. 

It follows the adventures of 
strong-headed Sean Dempsey who, 
at the end of the Second World War, 
decides to head to New York in 
search of a better life - leaving Ire¬ 
land and his childhood sweetheart 
Cora behind. 

Can Sean and Cora’s love survive 
the Atlantic divide, and will he be 
able to resist Ireland’s call as he em¬ 
barks on his travels? 


The musical was written and 
produced by Ross Mills, Trevor 
Payne and Ged Graham. 

It features a number of both orig¬ 
inal and well-known songs such as 
Galway Girl, Isle of Hope Isle Of 
Tears, I Loved Her First, Tell Me Ma, 
Irish Rover and the title song - Ire¬ 
land’s Call. 

Creative director Ged Graham 
explained: “We are really looking 
forward to bringing the show to 
stages across the world, starting 
with some of the UK’s most prestig¬ 
ious venues in 2016, a year set to be 
a huge celebration of Irish culture 
to commemorate the centenary of 
the Easter Rising.” 

Also known as the Easter Rebel¬ 
lion, this saw members of the Irish 
Volunteers and the Citizen’s Army 
occupy buildings in Dublin and 
proclaim a republic on Easter Mon¬ 
day in 1916. 


It was quashed by the British 
Army some six days later. 

Mr Graham added: “Everyone 
has been separated from loved ones 
and their homes at some point in 
their lives, so this is a story that 
people can really engage with and 
relate to, myself included. 

“The audience is drawn in to the 
story and swept on a journey that is 
both heartbreaking and heart¬ 
warming. 

“It is set against a backdrop of key 
historical events including Ameri¬ 
ca’s introduction to rock and roll, 
the rebuilding of London post World 
War two and John F Kennedy’s his¬ 
toric presidential visit to Ireland in 
1963,” he explained. 

“It’s a story full of emotional 
highs and lows.” 

The show features a number of 
dancers from the county’s Turner 
Academy of Irish Dance and Leanne 


Kyte, who is from Dartford. 

Ms Kyte began her training at the 
Liz Burville Performing Arts Centre 
in Bexley at the age of three, and 
gained a place at the Young Ameri¬ 
cans College of Performing Arts in 
California when she was 18. 

Since her return to the UK she 
worked with various touring pro¬ 
duction companies and has previ¬ 
ously starred in stage shows includ¬ 
ing Aladdin, Dick Whittington and 
My Fair Lady. 

Ireland’s Call will be performed 
on April 23 at 7.30pm. 

Tickets to the show range from 
£22.50 to £24.50. 

For further information about 
the performance or to book tickets 
you can visit www.tickets.medway. 
gov.uk. 

Alternatively you can call the 
box office on 01634 338338 or 
email boxoffice@medway.gov.uk. 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
f since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 



Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


Dates in YOUR regio 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


biggest UK on-line database of 17 million 


www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


users waiting to meet .. visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company's access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


SINGLE late 60s female, n/s, 
GSOH, likes going out and being 
active, not fun on my own, 
seeking single male, 66-70, n/s, 
with GSOH, to share each 
others interests. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421433 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. AC A. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box: 419673 
MATURE lady early 80s, family 
orientated, likes dancing, 
holidays especially cruising, 
WLTM similar aged gentleman 
with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421429 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3010 Box: 
409715 

DANCE partner, 70-75, sought 
by lady in Tunbridge Wells area. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421071 

LUCY first time advertiser, 
32yrs, tall slim blonde airline 
worker, seeks discreet gent, any 
status for casual fling. Looks/age 
unimportant. Tel: 0906 515 3026 
Box:420237 

GENUINE single female 49, 
seeking good-natured, 

intelligent, polite, single male for 
friendship/relationship. Text 
only to Mailbox: 4198603 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 3018 Box: 
413399 

KIND, caring lady of African 
origin, living in UK for past 20 
years, looking for a gentleman 
who is kind and caring, must 
have a GSOH. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421041 


KAREN, 42yrs, attractive and 
broadminded, seeks no strings 
fun with chap any age, must be 
discreet. Tel: 0906 515 3038 
Box:407953 

ANGELA, 53, African origin, 
looking for a kind, genuine, 
caring gentleman, 60 years +. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421039 

ABIGAIL, 33yrs slim 

sophisticated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasures with a 
discreet experienced man, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3014 Box 421339 
SINGLE slim female, 68, n/s, 
GSOH, likes cooking, walking 
etc, seeks male, single, slim 65- 
70, n/s, with similar interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
420091 

EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3022 Box: 421375 
SLIM female GSOH, 5’3, Likes 
walking, pub lunches, days out, 
looking for soul mate, smart 
appearance, similar interests 
N/S GSOH, easy going. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 4762600 
PAMELA. 33yrs, has a naughty 
side which she wants to share 
with similar minded discreet 
gent. You should be 30+ and 
have a wicked SOH. Box: 
4031004 Text only 
KIND lady, 50s, been broken 
hearted, seeks kind, genuine 
man for caring relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419889 0 

JESS, London based but can 
travel and accommodate, 39yrs, 
recently single and looking for 
no strings fun, may lead to more 
but not yet. Gents 40+ please, 
open minded, discreet and fun. 
Box: 4107546 Text only 


GSOH, likes going for walks etc, 
seeks male, slim, single, 66-70, 
non-smoker, clean-shaven, GSOH, 
with similar interests. Canterbury 
area. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:419081 

MARION, early 70s, young at 
heart, GSOH, active, likes walking, 
gardening, meals out, travel, 
theatre and animals, looking for 
male friendship to share interests. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419657| 

CHANTELLE, 5ft3 light 
brown/blonde hair, blue eyes, like 
nights in/out, walks, animals, 
romance seeks honest guy. 
Littlehampton. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4923883 
MARIE, very lonely middle-aged 
woman, looking for a kind hearted 
older man, late 70s/early 80s for 
friendship/companionship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 418955 0 
RACHEL late 40s, blonde, blue 
eyes and very voluptuous. Looking 
for a kind, caring honest man. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418741@ 

ESSEX lady, mid 60's, adaptable, 
seeking nice male, likes most 
things. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:418537 

AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, any 
area, for discreet daytime fun. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418117 

HELEN, widow 58, medium build, 

5ft 4ins, blonde, GSOH, likes a 
chat, days out, looking to start I 
again with someone of similar age. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
376243 0 

FEMALE, 59^ GSOH, many 

interests, seeks caring male for fun 
friendship maybe more, genuine 
calls only. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4819793 


attractive female, likes most things 
in life and a good laugh, looking for 
a similar male. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4722127 
BLONDE female, 5ft Tins, size 12, 

likes meals out, drinks, nights in, 
walks, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 409025 0 
JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 5ft 
2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, GSOH, 
likes cooking, countryside, travel, 
days out, seeks easy going male, 
60-70. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:416349 0 

ATTRACTIVE lady early 50's, 
petite, Scandinavian blonde 
professional, WLTM professional, 
caring gent, 50-60's for attention 
and future together. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416569 
RACHEL attractive, blue eyes, 
blonde, voluptuous, seeking kind, 
honest, generous kind male. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418403 0 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 5ft 
2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, GSOH, 
likes cooking, countryside, travel, 
days out, seeks easy going male, 
60-70. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416349 0 



hair, hazel eyes, very loving, MALE 
seeking similar male for an gg 
uncomplicated relationship. Tel ’. ilim 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 2 
4 ifit;i 7 f*l build, 

^ seeks attractive 

female, under 50, for 
no strings, discreet, 
daytime fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 420621 0 


ALISON 30, pretty, slim with long 
brown hair, fit and active seeks fit 
older male for energetic 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416497 0 
DEBORAH 41, intelligent brunette, 
lovely brown eyes, discreet, many 
interests, seeks similar male to 
share fun and good conversation. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416515 0 

ATTRACTIVE black, athletic lady! 

varied interests, seeks similar 
white, old fashioned, genuine male 
for relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416215 
MAY sexy black African Temale, 38, 

hardworking, seeks generous 
friendly male for mutual rewarding 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416211 0 
SUE young at heart, good looking, 
enjoy life, socialising, beach walks, 
gardening, theatre, seeking male, 
55-65 to share life with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 416171 


MATTHEW, five foot eleven, 
looking for a mature lady for 
discreet friendship and a few 
laughs. Dartford area. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

419469 0 

PROFESSIONAL gentleman, 
just retired, own house, likes 
holidays, reading, cinema, WLTM 
similar professional lady. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 420767 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


Men Seeking 

mydate24 1 



REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


PAUL 

52, 
seeks 
loving 
female for 
exciting 
times, 
meals 

out, weekends away, 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 418077 0 
GARETH handsome 40's pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 0 

MALE 56, likes good 
conversation, seeks older lady for 
discreet friendly fun, 50 plus. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419201 0 

YOUNG 60yr old male, knows 
how to treat a lady, seeking 
special lady to spoil for LTR. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417909 0 


MALE, 55 looking for mature lady KEN 61, 6ft, slim, likes socialising, 
for outings and adult fun, easy drinking, animals, countryside, 
going, GSOH, nice looking and a seaside, meals out, seeks similar 

bit shy Text only Mailbox: lady. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
4922399 No:333017 


TIREDJJF SEARCHING? LET LOVE FIND YOU! 



TEXT 


* SENDING A TEXT! 

MATCH TO 89990 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


GORGEOUS flower, Ashford Kent, 
51, larger lady, large personality, 
easy going, seeks male who likes 
dogs, animals for relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417435 0 

FEMALE easy going, kind, loving, 
genuine, romantic, car boots, 
gardening, seeking male with 
GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 417603 0 
PAT, 68, young at heart, slim, 
proud 4' 11" GSOH, N/S, likes 
walking etc Whistable area, seeks 
similar slim easy going male 60-70. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419081 

SUSIE fit, friendly, looking for 
someone to love and look after me, 
preferably, older, N/S male with 
own car. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 392537 


LEON, single Dad, recently wid- SHY male seeks confident, strong 
owed, 55yrs, very kind and gener- willed lady, to take the lead for 
ous would love to meet a kind lady, mutual fun, looks/age unimportant, 
looks not important but must love ACA Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
children. Box: 4068577. Text only No: 421223 
YOUNG 50s male looking for 
discreet daytime kisses and 
cuddles with nice female. Kent and 
Sussex. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 421601 0 



FEMININE sensual female, slim- 
medium build wanted by slim, kind 
male for daytime meets, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:414809 

WIDOWER 67, N/S, likes real ale, 
country music, gardening, DIY, 
seeks N/S female for lots of TLC. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381143 

CHRIS widower, likes DIY, 
gardening, nights out, rock and roll, 
N/S, looking for LTR with female. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410191 0 

MALE, 6ft, slim, 67, divorced, 
retired, likes social drinks, meals 
out, nights in and all other, WLTM 
lady with similar interests. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 421351 0 


before corBJ deois can be at-,..» 
to by reebeivice ushs No meeSrp csnbi 

space and do rot g*e personal aelate to acuuc j__ 

H«to 3207720 7f30or eiiac s*)Dor!ftn>«i« cc 


HAPPY young looking lady, 62, 
likes socialising, conversation, MATIIDC 
seeking nice man to share good MA ™ R ^ cross dressing guy 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 se ® kin 9 lad y w '" in 9 t0 a PP'V a fu " 


MALE, 50, 6ft 4ins, well built, 
divorced gent, looking to date calm 
and kind lovely lady. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421195 0 
MALE, 54, looking for discreet lady, 
60-70, for adult fun and a special 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 421085 

BARRY, 50, 6ft, well-built, seeks 
lovely lady for good times, loving 
and enjoying life. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421047 0 
DAVE 64 solvent, working, not bad 
looking, would like to meet slim, fun 
to be with female, 50 to 60, to get to 
know. Chelmsford area. Text only 
to Mailbox: 4368820 
TREVOR, late 60s, easy-going, 
GSOH, Piscean, retired property 
developer, divorced, enjoys travel, 
sun, sea and sailing, WLTM 
someone with similar interests. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421029 0 

MALE 38, good-looking, GSOH, 
seeks lady, 35-55 for laughter and 
lots of fun. Kent/Sussex. Tel No: 


CLINT, 37, kind, caring, honest 
and WLTM someone of any age 
who is similar and looking for a 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 419951 0 
HEALTHY 61 yr old male, N/S, 
medium build, likes France, 
cooking, gardening, seeks 
female, 50-60 for LTR. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 286360 
ATTRACTIVE white gentT4fT 

56ft, romantic, easy going, 

GSOH, seeking young lady, 60- 
75 for quality discreet fun times. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

410025 

BROWN eyed white mature, 
handsome male, seeking black 
female, 18-50 for discreet no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410377 0 
SIX foot guy, mature, looking for 
someone special to spend some 
quality time with. Please leave 
me a message I would love to 
hear from you! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 420163 0 
NEVILLE 5ft 6ins, Caribbean, 
likes wine, nights in, seeks 
female to spend the rest of his life 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:333911 

DAVE 46, seeks active female for 
walking, climbing and outdoor 
fun. Days out and evenings in. 

Friendly and GSOH. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5338933 
PROFESSIONAL gentleman, 
just retired, own house, loves 
holidays, WLTM a lady for meals 
out, and to enjoy each others 
company. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 419751 
SIX foot guy, mature, looking for 
someone special to spend some 
quality time with. Please leave 
me a message I would love to 
hear from you! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 420163 0 
HUBERT, lives in Rochester, 
single, lonely, looking for 

someone to get together with and john, 47, six foot two, well-built, 
make something happen and handsome, non-smoker, 

enjoy the rest of life with! Tel No: intelligent and funny, doesn't take 

none cic 7U<) M«. . a .. ’ 


J SimplyText: 

. Then send to 

►80098 

•EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

aMMuMi II SO pet meiMgc. To VOP leil 
slop »o 80094 Setvlc* pro’.kfed by IMedUUK 
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MICK 50, seeks attractive female 
for nice times out, genuine calls 
only. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:417691 

PAUL 49 5ft 8ins likes 
eating/nights in/out seeks loving 
female for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 404013 
PAUL GSOH, 5ft 8ins, medium 
build, seeking Miss Right for LTR 
to put the spark back into life. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
391970 

PROFESSIONAL, romantic 
male, 44, likes meals out, 
cinema, music, holidays, seeks 
female, 30-55 for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 250195 
PAUL 48, 5ft 8ins, GSOH, likes 
music, cinema, seeks female for 
fun, friendship and LTR. 
Tunbridge Wells. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 371985 


MALE 

51, 5ft 
8ins, N/S, 

GSOH, 

easygoing, seeks 
slim female, 18-45 for 
friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:338269 
WHITE Knight 59 5'IOtall, OHAC, 
in shining armour, looking for 
Damsel in Distress of similar age 
to share fun & laughter. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5073004 
50YR old divorced white male, 
passionate, strong, seeking caring 
lady for romantic, loving 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 418641 

Gay 

Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


ALAN, 68, straight acting gay man, 
kind, caring with GSOH, likes 
sport, art and going on holidays, 
looking for another gay man. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421529 0 

ROBBIE, 54, reasonably fit, bi- 
curious, I’m very inexperienced 
and would like to meet a CD or TV 
preferably but not essential for a bit 
of fun. Kent area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421357 0 
MATURE guy, loves CD, seeks 
similar friend for mutual fun, can 
accommodate. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 421093 


MALE likes CD, seeking similar 
male for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 418513 0 
Bl guy heavy build, WLTM 
assertive adventurous white or 
Indian guy for mutual pleasure. 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 2130 Monday ■ Friday 10am ■ 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 

BOX NO: 4U7ood ------ 0906 515 7112 Box No: 369301 d9nn ,. q A . ww iwvawiuuwy, w»y w ywi 

- and pedicure. Tel No: 0906 515 420049 |g alona with, seeks attractive 

NICE female looking tor decent 7112 Box No: 421341 CALM, kind and good company, ROCKABILLY guy, seeks rock female, any age, for discreet, 

outwitlr Text onlyTo htellbox^o: “ALE 50, GSOH. looking lo, soul <*“<• 25 “ “!?? ,f s ad-enUirous any time fun. T.I 

r mate Tel No-0906 515 7112 Box Times ana Tun ana loving, lei no. music and bands. Tel No: 0906 No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

4710874 No: 387485 0 0906 515 7112 Box No: 419733 0 515 7112 Box No: 284750 419461 0 

!■ Follow us 

on 

OSg* loca fly 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 28/03/16 
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Music of Rory Gallagher due to 
be revived by band Sinnerboy 


Mark Steel's stage show 

MARK Steel will be bringing 
his show - Who Do You Think I 
Am? - to the Theatre Royal 
Margate on April 9. 

It will be starting at 7.30pm. 

Visit www.theatreroyalmar- 
gate.com. 




ICONIC: The hits of Rory Gallagher (pictured) will be performed by band Sinnerboy 


By Molly Kersey-Law 

moLly.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 


B AND Sinnerboy will be 
bringing the music of 
iconic guitarist Rory 
Gallagher to Chisle- 
hurst next week. 

Irish multi-instrumentalist Mr 
Gallagher had a large impact on 
blues and rock music before he 
died in 1995 at the age of 47. 

Barry Barnes formed band Sin¬ 
nerboy in 2001 ‘with the sole in¬ 
tention of keeping Rory’s memory 
and music alive’. 

Mr Barnes, who is the lead gui¬ 
tarist and singer in the band, ex¬ 
plained: “I was just so, so upset. He 
was far too young to have been 
taken from us. 

“As the months went on, I had it 
in my mind that something should 
be done to commemorate Rory’s 
death, and to celebrate the huge 
contribution he made to the rock 
and blues scene, influencing so 
many great players over the years.” 

He organised a gig at what was 
The Ponoma in Manchester, and 
said that it was a big success. 

“The place was rammed, I 
couldn’t believe it, there were peo¬ 
ple stood at the windows listening 


because they couldn’t get in,” he 
explained. 

“You didn’t have the social me¬ 
dia sharing that you do these days, 
and I had no idea that so many 
fans remembered Rory and his 
music, and felt the same way I did. 
It was so moving. 

“Then the next day, I woke up 
late to a message on my answer 
machine from Donal Gallagher, 
Rory’s brother, asking me to ring 


him back. He was lovely, and 
said how grateful he was that 
Rory’s music was living on in this 
way. 

“I was very touched by his phone 
call, and he continues to be very 
supportive of what we do.” 

Sinnerboy is made up of Mr 
Barnes, Dave Smiley on bass 
guitar and Steve Richardson, who 
is from nearby Orpington, on 
drums. 


The band will be performing at 
the Beaverwood Club on Thursday 
(April 7). 

The doors will be opening at 
7.30pm and the music starts at 
8.15pm. 

Tickets are £10 if bought in ad¬ 
vance or £12 on the door. 

For further information about 
the band and the upcoming per¬ 
formance you can visit www.sin- 
nerboy.co.uk. 


Best-selling author event 


BEST-SELLING children’s author Cathy 
Cassidy will be signing copies of her book, the 
Broken Heart Club, at Bluewater Shopping 
Centre on April 23. 

She will be at Waterstones bookshop in the 
shopping centre’s West Village at 1 lam. 

The event is free of charge. 


Musical duo in Dartford 


MUSICAL duo Hannah Sanders 
and Ben Savage will be 
performing at the Dartford Folk 
Club on April 26. 

For further details or to 
pre-book tickets you can visit 
www. hannahbenmusic .com. 



Tale of love and treachery 

ELLEN Kent’s Tosca will be performed on stage 
in Folkestone in May. 

Set against the backdrop of Rome, the 
production tells a story of love and treachery. 

It will be performed at the Leas Cliff Hall on 
May 8 at 7.30pm. 

Visit www.atgtickets.com/folkestone to book. 



STROOD 

ROCHESTER UNITED EC 

Rede Court Road (Off Watlington Street) ME2 3TU 

From Wednesday 6th April to Sunday 10th 
Wednesday 6th - Z30pm only special offer day 
Thursday 7th - 5pm and Z30pm 
Friday 8th - 5pm and Z30pm 
Saturday 9th - 3pm and 6pm 
Sunday 10th - 3pm only 


GRAVESEND 

Cyclopark, the toll Gate Watlington Street, DA117NP 

From Wednesday 13th April to Sunday 17th April 
Wednesday - 5pm & 730pm 
Thursday - 5pm and Z30pm 
Friday - 5pm and Z30pm 
Saturday - 3pm and 6pm 
Sunday - 3pm only 


BOX OFFICE OPEN ON SITE EVERY DAY FROM 9.30AM TO 8PM 
TO BOOK NOW CALL: 07843884787 OR 07952418487 
www.santuscircus.com 


LE CIRQUE DE FRfMCE 

**************** 


THE GLOBE 
OF DEATH 


imww.samuscircus.co.uk 

SPECTACULAR NEW SHOW 




Purchase direct from the 
very best artists and 
craftmakers in the 
UK who have a 
real passion for 
the work they 
create 


Contemporary 

Craft & 
Design 
Fair 




8-10 April 

Kent College 

CANTERBURY 




12 noon to 5pm Fri • 10am to 5pm Sat & Sun 
Admission £4.00 • Under 14’s Free 
2 miles from A2 • 14 Signposted off A290 


GO 


www.craftinfocus.com toi 622 747325 
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Peter Howarth will perform 


THE Hollies’ frontman Peter 
Howarth will be performing at 
the Marlowe Studio, Canter¬ 
bury, on June 7. 

Michael Armstrong will be 
guest-starring. 

Call 01227 787787 to book. 



West Side Story on stage 


THE Kent Musical Theatre Society will be 
bringing their production of West Side Story to 
the Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone. 

It will run from August 30 to September 3, 
with performances at 2.30pm and 7.30pm. 

Tickets are £15 and can be booked from 
www.parkwoodtheatres.co.uk. 


Flare Path begins its run 

TERENCE Rattigan’s critically- 
acclaimed Flare Path will be at 
the Orchard Theatre, Dartford, 
from Tuesday (April 5) to 
Saturday (April 9). 

For further details, or to 
book, can 01322 220000. 



Jimmy Carr in Gravesend 

COMEDIAN Jimmy Carr will be bringing his 
stand up show, Work in Progress, to the 
Woodville Halls, Gravesend. 

He will be taking to the stage on Monday 
(April 4) at 8pm. 

Tiokets range from £15 to £21. 

For further details, visit www.woodville.co.uk. 


A FESTIVAL of hip hop 
dance will be making 
its way to Canterbury 
during its UK tour. 
Breakin’ Conven¬ 
tion will be on stage at the 
Gulbenkian in May - one of eight 
venues it will be performed at. 

The festival, which is currently 
in its 13th year, was founded by 
hip hop dancer Jonzi D and 
annually takes place at London 
performing arts venue Sadler’s 
Wells Theatre. 

A number of acts from around 
the world will be performing 
including Antoinette Gomis, from 
France, Iron Skulls, from Spain, 
and The Ruggeds, from the 
Netherlands. 

Ms Gomis was a founding 
member of the all-female 
Zamounda Crew from Paris. 

She will be performing Images, 
a dance solo which was inspired 
by Waring Cuney, an African 
American poet, whose poem of the 
same name was set to music and 
sung by Nina Simone. 
Award-winning Iron Skulls will 


perform Sinestesia, which sees the 
dancers take on the roles of 
post-apocalyptic survivors. 

The group are from Barcelona 
and combine hip hop, contempo¬ 
rary dance and acrobatics. 

The Ruggeds will be performing 
Adrenaline. 

The breakdance crew previously 
appeared in singer Justin Bieber’s 
music video, Where Are U Now. 

Breakin’ Convention will be 
curated and hosted by Jonzi D, 
who has previously directed shows 
including IVAN and rap theatre 


piece Markus the Sadist. 

Breakin’ Convention will be at 
the Gulbenkian on May 28 and 29. 

From 5pm on the Saturday and 
lpm on the Sunday there will be a 
number of DJs, dancers, artists and 
MCs in the theatre’s front of house 
spaces. Tickets to the performance 
are £12.50 for adults or £8.50 for 
children or students. 

To find out more about the event 
you can visit the festival’s website 
at www.breakinconvention.com 
or alternatively visit www. 
thegulbenkian.co.uk. 


HIP HOP: Iron Skulls perform as 
post-apocalyptic survivors 



Hip hop dance festival 
is breaking convention 

By Molly Kersey-Law 

molly.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 



DANCE : Antoinette Gomis. All 
pictures: Paul Hampartsoumian 




KENTISH 

-CEREMONY 

www.akentishceremony.com 

The only official Kent County Council 
ceremonies magazine and website 


« 




' 


Are you getting married or planning a civil partnership? 

Request a FREE copy of A KENTISH CEREMONY MAGAZINE at 
www.akentishceremony.com or download the latest edition online. 

For all enquiries email kirsty.baker@archant.co.uk 



LONDON BOROUGH OF 

BEXLEY 


kent.gov.uk 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 

Lots of vintage and retro bargains 

01732 456196 • 07788878857 
email: sue.camichael @ btinternet.com 


To advertise in this section 

©01233653465 

A 

HOLIDAY HOME ( 

OWNERSHIP AT 



Wealden Hall 

London Road, Larkfield, 

Kent, ME20 6DE 

Telephone: 

01732 840259 

wealdenhall.larkfield@greeneking.co.uk 


Cut this out to receive a 

Free Bottle of Wine 

when two dine 
from our main menu 

throughout April. 

All day, every day 

Ts and Cs apply. 
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Good team spirit is kev to cookina successfu 


Gemma Dunn meets celebrated chef Nigel Mendham to discuss his passion for creating good food 


M ODERN British with a 
classical element is 
how Nigel Mendham 
likes to cook: “ I start 
with the ingredients 
that are in season and then I come up 
with some ideas to create a dish 
around them,” he explains. 

When we meet, the celebrated chef 
is unruffled, low-key and ready to get 
the job done. 

Preferring his cooking to do the 
talking, Mr Mendham’s passion for 
creating delicious cuisine has been 
recognised by a number of accolades, 
including a Michelin star and three 
AA Rosettes for his stint at the pres¬ 
tigious Samling Hotel in the Lake 
District. 

But it’s his latest role, as executive 


head chef at Dukes London’s signa¬ 
ture restaurant Thirty Six, that has 
given him a stage in the heart of the 
capital. 

And for one day only, I get to don 
some chef’s whites and share Mend- 
ham’s podium - or at the least attempt 
to - for a one-off gourmet cookery les¬ 
son at the quintessential hotel in cel¬ 
ebration of his latest venture, the 
British Larder menu. 

Marrying seasonal ingredients, 
sourced from top British suppliers, 
with timeless culinary traditions, he 
explains the inspiration behind the 
project stems from “ requests for sim¬ 
ple, home-cooked food”. 

Mr Mendham’s come up with some 
“British classics - with a twist”, find¬ 
ing innovative ways to “put a differ¬ 



TALENTED: Nigel Mendham 


ent take on each dish to make it my 
own”. 

Drawing on his childhood - sum¬ 
mers spent picking clams and crab¬ 
bing on the Norfolk coast, before go¬ 
ing home and cooking with his 
mother - nostalgic dishes on the 
menu include fish and chips, lobster 
thermidor and pineapple upside 
down cake. The latter of which I whip 
up during our masterclass, along 
with a mushroom consomme starter 
and venison main. 

With natural flair, Mr Mendham 
makes it look easy, from his practical, 
hands-on technique to his light¬ 
hearted, motivational teaching. 

He doesn’t cut corners - “I love to 
cook on the stove as I think you get so 
much more flavour, plus it gives the 


team more technical skill,” he says. 

Despite being “busy, busy all the 
time” he is sold on the premise that 
when it comes to cooking “ you have 
to make it enjoyable, as good team 
spirit is key”. 

Of his dedicated team, he says: 
“Chefs are hard to find, so I prefer to 
take chefs that are at commi or demi 
chef level and train them up. 

“As long as they are willing to 
learn, it’s quite easy to train them. It 
takes time but it’s very rewarding to 
watch someone grow as a chef.” 

And he means it. 

After a morning in the kitchen, it 
was great to see just how far I’d come 
once the dishes were plated up - un¬ 
der Mr Mendham’s pristine guidance, 
of course. 


Tracy’s dance mission 

RENOWNED musical Hairspray will be 
performed at the Churchill Theatre, 
Bromley, from May 3 to 7. 

Set in Baltimore in 1962, it tells the story of 
Tracy Turnblad, who is on a mission to dance 
her way on to national TV. 

Her audition makes her a local star and she 
uses her new-found fame to help fight for 
equality. 

Visit www.churchilltheatre.co.ukto book. 


Julian Clary on stage 

I COMEDIAN Julian Clary will be 
bringing his new show, The Joy of 
Mincing, to Canterbury later this month. 

He will be performing at the Marlowe 
Theatre on April 24. 

The show starts at 7.30pm and it is suitable 
for those aged 16 and over. 

Tickets are £23. 

For more details, or to book, visit www. 
marlowetheatre .com. 


The tale of Elle Woods 

PRESENTED by the Kentish Players, 
Legally Blonde the Musical will be 
performed at the Central Theatre, Chatham. 

It tells the story of homecoming queen Elle 
Woods, who enrols at Harvard Law school 
after being dumped by her boyfriend. 

It will run from June 29 to July 1, with 
performances at 2pm and 7.30pm. 

To book you can visit www.tickets. 
medway.gov.uk. 


A new stand-up show 

PATRICK Monahan will be bringing his 
new stand-up show, The Disco Years, to 
Canterbury’s Gulbenkian Theatre. 

The show features his memories of being 
an immigrant to Britain. 

It will be taking place on Thursday (April 
7) at 7.30pm. 

Tickets are £12 or £10 with concessions. 

For further information you can visit www. 
thegulbenkian.co.uk. 





Artificial grass 
guarantees grass 

tinOt is allA>agS green. Our stock artificial grass which can be supplied at a cost of 

despite the conditions, £12.99 


CARPET 

MILLS 


MAIDSTONE I 



voeatlner and 
envi ron nr ent. 


psm 

is a premium 37mm natural looking grass, 
easy clean with an appearance that lasts. 


01622 662770 

^aJescgicarpetnmMsmaJcIstone^co^uj^j/vww^carpetmMJsmajcIstone^co^ul^ 


A great place to do 
business... 


XHORLEY taverng 

■** •- STUNNING T.nCATTnN. ( ^1^™ i S | 

www.thorleytaverns.co.uk/hotels.asp 

PEGWELL BAY HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 599590 
OAK HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 583686 


B&K MASTERS & SON 

All kinds of 
commercial and 
private fencing, 
landscaping and 
groundwork. 
Free estimate. 

For further details 


Contact us now! 

t: 01795 842242 | f: 01795 844306 
sales@b-kmastersandson.co.uk 
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_ KITCHEN _ 

CANDY SHEPHERD^ 

designerltd 


SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF QUALITY: 


• Kitchens 

• Bedrooms 

• Bathrooms 




Fair must 


Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk 



SATURDAY 9th APRIL 


Doors open 6-45pm for 7-30pm start 
Non-members £5 Members£4 
Light refreshments afterwards 
Details on website www.sanctuaryofhealing.co.uk 


DANIEL PITT 


SANCTUARY OF HEALING 
MILLS TERRACE CHATHAM 

PRESENTS 

AN EVENING OF MEDIUMSHIP 


WITH THE SUPERB 
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FOOD AND DRINK AWARDS 2016 


We are delighted to announce the launch of the Kent Life and Kent on Sunday Food & Drink Awards 2016 


Kent Life 

&Kent on Sunday 

FOOD&DRINKmA ;| )82016 


Headline 

Sponsor 



A L A R I S 


N ominations are now 

being invited for the 
2016 Kent Life and Kent 
onSunday Food & Drink 
Awards. The awards 
dinner will take place at Ashford 
International Hotel on October 17 
from 6.30pm to midnight. 

The prestigious awards, which 
launched in 2013, are designed to 
champion, highlight and offer a 
showcase to the great and the good 
of the region’s food and drink indus¬ 
try, including local producers and 
suppliers, small farming businesses, 
chefs, restaurants, pubs, cafes and 
hoteliers. 

All will be people who care about 
the countryside and the future of our 
local environment. 

The companies included will all be 
nominated by you, our Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday readers. 

We want to know if you’ve enjoyed 
a fantastic meal at your local pub or 
have been impressed by the produce 


and service at your neighbourhood 
farmers’ market or farm shop. 

The nomination form is available 
here and will be repeated. It is also 
available to complete online at 
kentfda.co.uk, where you can read 
more about the awards and see pic¬ 
tures of last year’s winners. 

Entries close on August 7. Our 
handpicked panel of high-profile 
judges who all live or work in Kent 
will then select a shortlist, starting 
the independent judging process 
where finalists will be visited or 
interviewed to determine a worthy 
winner in each category. 

All finalists will be invited to the 
prestigious awards ceremony, where 
they will enjoy a reception and 
three-course meal with wine before 
finding out if they are a winner. 

This is our fourth Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday Food & Drink 
Awards and we are immensely proud 
to be able to offer you once again the 
opportunity to reward and recognise 


the deserving businesses within our 
local food and drink industry that go 
above and beyond expectations. 

These awards are what you make 
of them so if you are the owner of a 
restaurant, a chef or local producer 
then spread the word among your 
clients, customers and visitors. 

It takes no time at all to make your 
nomination. You can email, post or 
nominate online. 

We are looking for quality over 
quantity, focusing on good com¬ 
ments rather than simply the 
number of nominations received, so 
everybody is in with a chance no 
matter how big or small their busi¬ 
ness. 

■ Don’t forget to let us know 
when you have made your rec¬ 
ommendation on our Twitter 
page @kentlife and 
@KOSMedia by using #kentfda 
- similarly, if you are looking 
for nominations, please use 
this hashtag 




Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday 
Food & Drink 
Awards 2016 
Nomination Form 

Nominate your Kent food and drink 
favourites by using this form or email 
us at kentfda@archant.co.uk 

Please post your entry form to: 

Food & Drink Awards 2016. 

Archant Kent, 

Kent House, 81 Station Road, 

Ashford TN231PP 

Or you can email us at: 

kentfda @ archant.co.uk 

Copies of the form and posters to 
advertise your entry are available_at 

www.kent-life.co.uk and at 
www.kentnews.co.uk. 

The closing date for entries is 
Sunday, August 7, 2016 

Name. 

Address. 


Email. 


By entering your details you will be 
automatically added to the Archant database, 
Archant will contact you with relevant offers 
and you can unsubscribe from this at any time. 
If you would prefer not to be contacted, please 
state ‘no offers’ on this form. 


Newcomer of the Year 

Independent food or drink retailer 
of the Year 

Sponsored by Illuminate Skin Clinic 

Who?. 

Cafe of the Year 

Sponsored by Clive Emson Land & Property 

auctioneers 

Who?. 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where 9 




Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Food Producer of the Year 

Sponsored by Motorline Maserati 

Who?. 

Drinks Producer of the Year 

Who?. 

Farm Shop of the Year 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Farmers 1 Market of the Year 

Pub of the Year 

Restaurant of the Year 

Sponsored by Perry's Chartered Accountants 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Eastwell Manor 

Who?. 

Sponsored by The Foxhunter Park 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Chef of the Year 

Customer Service of the Year 

Kent Food & Drink Hero of the Year 

Sponsored by the Canterbury Auction Galleries 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Fenwick Canterbury 

Who?. 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 
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FOOD AND DRINK AWARDS 2016 


NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 

| This popular 
— category is 

open to anyone 
in the food and drink industry who has 
started a new venture within the last 
18 months. 

We want to know what impact they 
have made on the local community 
and if they have started to achieve 
any success further afield. 

Are they helping to promote Kent 
food and drink to a new audience or 
have they found a new way to pro¬ 
mote an old favourite? 


INDEPENDENT FOOD OR DRINK 
RETAILER OF THE YEAR 


drink scene. Who makes the best tea 
and coffees, serves the nicest cakes 
and biscuits and the freshest scones? 
Are the sandwiches freshly cut and 
liberally filled? 

Most importantly, are most of the 
ingredients locally sourced? We look 
forward to hearing your favourites. 

FOOD PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 

♦ 

MAM Mil 

lYIntndinr 


This category cele¬ 
brates our local prod- 
cuers. 

We are looking for 
someone who consistently provides 
both top guality local produce and 
service to their customers. 

We are also keen to hear of any in- 


This celebrates that 

If they're doing something new, 
we'd like to hear about it. 

1 VlTYS 

i i i i 1 1 > » , special food or drink 

shop that we all 

So if your local baker, grocer or 
farmer delights then please let us 


treasure. 

know. 



The retailer who includes wonder¬ 
ful local produce in their offering and 
knows where all their stock comes 
from to make that special link be¬ 
tween field and plate. 

Our winner will have a special 
'must-have' range as well as making a 
real contribution to their local com¬ 
munity. 

Paying a visit to their shop will be a 
treat in itself. 

CAFE OF THE YEAR 

This category has changed from the 
previous Tea Shop of the Year to in¬ 
clude places that also specialise in 
coffee! Tea and coffee shops are an 
integral part of the Kent food and 


DRINK PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 

This category celebrates our local 
drink producers. 

Whether it's gorgeous Kentish fizz 
or delicious juice, we want to find the 
producers who play such a vital role in 
the county's food and drink economy. 

We want to know who you think 
makes the best drink, alcoholic or not, 
in the county, and what it is that 
makes it so special. 

We are keen to hear of any innova¬ 
tions, so if they're doing something 
new, for example, introducing a fabu¬ 
lous new flavour, then we would like to 
all hear about it. 


FARM SHOP OF THE YEAR 

A good farm shop needs to have that 
extra-special something to tempt 
farmers away from their local super¬ 
markets. 

Are the staff friendly and knowl¬ 
edgeable, is the range of produce and 
the layout of an excellent standard, 
does your local farm shop offer a box 
scheme? 

Is most of the produce sold there 
grown or raised on that farm, or near¬ 
by and if not would the owner be able 
to tell you where it is from? 

Nominate your favourite farm shop 
now. 

FARMERS' MARKET OF THE YEAR 

The key to a good 
farmers' market 
Market is not only 
the range of pro¬ 
duce and the guality 
of its stalls but also the principles 
that it supports - for example, does it 
work as a co-operative with other 
farmers? Is most of the produce sold 
there grown or raised locally? Are the 
stallholders welcoming and knowl¬ 
edgeable? ? Let us know so we can 
tell everyone the best place to go. 

PUB OF THE YEAR 




A good pub these 
days has to offer 
more than a warm 
welcome and excel¬ 
lent ale. We're look¬ 
ing for an inn that also offers deli¬ 
cious locally-sourced food, fantastic 


customer service and real value for 
money. Pubs are genuinely the hub of 
their local community. 

If you know a great one, even if it 
isn't your local, let us all know. 


RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 

The Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday 
Restaurant of the 
Year needs to offer 
an incomparable 
dining experience, from the ambience 
to the service and most importantly 
the food. Is it locally sourced? Do 
they support local producers and are 
they recognised on the menu? Do 
they have local as well as internation¬ 
al wines and champagnes and can the 
staff tell you more if you ask? 


Kent is bless¬ 
ed with some 
outstanding 
chefs working in a fantastic array of 
restaurants. The Chef of the Year 
should be someone who has devoted 
him or herself to serving the best pos¬ 
sible food. They'll demonstrate tech¬ 
nical ability, use of seasonal ingredi¬ 
ents, presentation of the food and an 
understanding of how flavours work 
together. Above all, we are looking for 
passion - that magic ingredient that 
defines true greatness in the kitchen. 


CHEF OF THE YEAR 
ffeCA.VT MIMUKY 

nntmr nuir* nsmr 




CUSTOMER SERVICE OF THE YEAR 



Most of our awards 
recognise customer 


service in some form. This category 
celebrates this vital element for its 
own sake. 

Do you know a person, organisation 
or establishment that offers fabulous 
service that goes above and beyond 
what you expect? 

We all know excellent service when 
we have received it, now is your 
chance to get it recognised. If you 
know a person, company, producer, 
pub, shop or restaurant that is a 
delight to deal with, then let us know. 

KENT FOOD AND DRINK HERO OF 
THE YEAR 

Kent has a food and drink scene that 
is among the most vibrant in the UK - 
as you would expect from the Garden 
of England. 

As well as being blessed with some 
of the final local produce around, the 
county also has a variety of fantastic 
eateries located in local towns and 
villages. 

This category will be celebrating 
the individual who has made a posi¬ 
tive impact on the county's food or 
drink community. 

Do you know someone who goes 
the extra mile in order to help pro¬ 
mote Kent to a wider audience? 

Someone who has show that they 
are passionate about local produce 
throughout? 

Now is the chance for you to nomi¬ 
nate your very own Kent Food and 
Drink hero and give them the recogni¬ 
tion that they deserve. 

Get in contact with us and let us 
know who you think would be a worthy 
winner. 



II 
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EASY WAYS TO ORDER: 


www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/LMM16X1C 8 0844 848 4223 quote lmmi6xic 


* WHERE YOU LIVE 

Discover the county's towns and villages 

* TOP PROPERTY 

All the best in the county 

* PART OF THE COMMUNITY 

Meet local people worth celebrating 

* OUT & ABOUT 

Pictures from social events 

* HOME STYLE 

Gardening and interiors inspiration 

Line^ open 8smHU0pmi Mon Fri 8am 4pm Sat 8T calls to 0844 cost no more ton 5p/mm calls 
' 1 • l " usually post mo®. ffi.Cs: Savings are based price and Difect Debit Is a 1 UK 

only offer *After your first term print subscription rates continue ata SAVWCxjf 35% every 6 months 
by Direct Debit Digital subscriptions continue at £17.99 by annual Direct Debit Please call +44 (0)1858 
438840 for overseas delivery rates. Offer ends 31/12/16 


Each issue brings you great features on the 
people, places, food and drink, and events 
that make life in your local area special 


Try 6 issues for £6 by Direct 
Debit and SAVE up to 70%* 

Or subscribe by credit/debit card and get 
12 issues for £30.15 - SAVING 25% 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


How right you 
are Mary 


HOW right Mary McNulty is, while 
our pseudo Christian religions 
stand by doing very little, even 
helping in the spreading of 
secularism, true Christianity is 
dying! 

Christ told of these times in 
Matthew 24 and also mentioned 
the false prophets who would 
‘mislead’ people! 

Many other books in the New 
Testament take up this same theme 
and amplify it! 

As we know from 1 John 5:19 
‘the whole world is lying in the 
power of the wicked one’, that was 
why Satan could take Christ to the 
top of a mountain and offer him 
the Kingdoms of the world! 
Matthew 4:8-9 

Our leaders wring their hands 
at the pangs of distress of the 
world! 

They have no understanding of 
scripture, of the truth, of God and 
of how things were meant to be 
before greedy, selfish, ignorant 
people decided they knew better 
than God himself! 

It all started with Adam and Eve, 
who thought they knew better 
and the rest of the Bible is a good 
guide on why we’re getting it so 
wrong! 

Phil Granger 

West Mailing 

Go with Windsor 
not dictatorship 

IF IT wasn’t for informative 
newspaper comment, the EU 
referendum discussion would be 
limited to politicians and business 
leaders who are very partial 
and have an extremely poor record 
on such matters - examples 
include predicting disaster if we 
didn’t join the European currency 
and the adopting of human rights 
laws. 

The first example would have 
sunk the pound and Britain with it, 
while the second example means 
that we are not in control of our 
borders and cannot expel such 
unwanted as Abahanzi without 
enormous difficulties. 

So if we cannot trust the 
judgement of the afore mentioned 
and are considering “a leap into 
the dark” like renewing our 
“marriage vows with Europe” then 
we have to decide on issues that 
surround us. 

Bacon advertising appears to 
have disappeared - schools are 
being advised not to serve “bangers 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 
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United in opposition 
to plan for academies 


PEOPLE often say to locally 
elected politicians that they don’t 
like party politics and call on us 
all “to work together” for the good 
of the community. 

They would have been delighted 
by the recent meeting of the Kent 
County Council when 
Conservatives, Labour, Liberal 
Democrats, UKIP and Greens 
were all of one accord in opposing 
the Government plan to make all 
state schools into academies. 

The Leader of the Council, Paul 
Carter, made it clear that the 
policy ran counter to the 
Government’s approach to 
devolution and was based on a 
fallacy that local authorities some 
how strangle progress in our 
schools. 

My own experience in senior 
school management was that 
LEAs do not run schools but 
they do provide essential support 
whilst county councillors 
have often been effective 
advocates for parents with 


and mash” - the death by stabbing 
of a Muslim shop keeper who 
wished his “adopted Christian 
country” a Happy Easter - the 
progress of the migrant tsunami 
which is sinking Greece, Turkey, 
Macedonia and others, has 
conveniently disappeared from 
news programs in preference to 
government being urged to protect 
animal conditions in small mobile 
zoos. 

Much is made of the EU 500 
million population as a potential 
market - but no one explains the 
relevance of this enormous 


concerns about schools. 

Our leader in the Labour Group, 
Gordon Cowan, said that a full 
scale academy programme would 
undermine objectives such as fair 
admissions and providing support 
for school improvement. 

He said that there was no 
evidence that academies were a 
better option and pointed out the 
rapid demise of the Hextable 
Academy, near Swanley. 

Teachers and parents are right 
to be concerned about this 
concentration of education 
management around central 
government. 

It is about power, not education. 
It is about abandoning long held 
principles in providing public 
services fairly to meet the needs of 
all. It will lead to abuse and it will 
make it harder than ever to tackle 
educational inequality. 

Roger Truelove, deputy 
leader of the Labour Group on 

Kent County Council, County 
Hall, Maidstone 


marketplace to a “fish and chip 
shop”, a “hairdresser” or a 
“boutique” in the high street, 
who are all forced into extra red 
tape and costly regulations 
because our politicians adopt all 
laws from Brussels (whether 
relevant or not). 

Can you name your EU MP? 

Most can’t and most don’t under¬ 
stand that the EU is “a bureaucrat 
dictatorship by design” resulting in 
your EU MP (regardless of name 
and party) having little influence 
and no real say. 

We are a proud democracy with 


Queen Elizabeth as head of state. 
Many might be puzzled why we 
want to continue to be part of the 
European experiment now that it 
has changed from a trading 
organisation to a political 
dictatorship. 

If we are to continue as one of 
the world’s greatest democracies 
- let’s stick with Buckingham 
Palace and Windsor - and forgo 
the uncertainties of the EU 
which appears to be sinking 
under migrant and monetary 
influences. 

Edward La Coste, 

Lamberhurst, 


Only we can 
save the planet 


G WALKER (Kent on Sunday 
28/03/2016), raised the question 
“Should we ditch our confidence in 
faith”. 

I have no problem with anyone 
who practices a faith, as long as it 
does not impact the planet. 

A number of faiths took to the 
streets in Brussels to mourn 
together and in peace following the 
bombing in the city, but it cannot 
be denied that man has only inhab¬ 
ited this planet for less than 
100,000 years, with systematic 
intolerance of another’s beliefs, and 
repeated episodes of war and 
cruelty. 

What mankind does not seem to 
be able to get to grips with, is its 
disastrous effect on the environ¬ 
ment, which no deity can 
ameliorate. 

We are faced with an explosion 
in population, and rape of the 
environment in general. 

We should work with nature, 
and not destroy it. 

If we destroy nature, the food 
chain breaks down, and billions 
of people will suffer from 
starvation. 

It is very likely that the terrible 
Syrian situation stemmed from an 
impoverished environment 
causing desperate people to 
migrate, with all the problems 
migration causes. 

We should respect nature and 
make sure that coming 
generations can live in a 
healthy and happy environment, 
with sufficient food to sustain 
them. 

We should not consider mankind 
has the moral right to plunder the 
natural world. 

Reliance on religion is not the 
answer. 

Only we can save the planet. 
Have we the will? 

Jean Nobbs, 

Sevenoaks 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Cottington Lakes, 
near Deal 

by D Brown, Deal 


WIN GREAT TICKETS 
EVERY MONTH! 

IN February, March, April, May 
and June, if your picture appears 
on this page, you’ll be included in 
a monthly draw to win a pair of 
tickets to the Leeds Castle 
Classical Concert - one of the 
highlights of the year and which 
takes place on July 9. 

So send us your photographs 
today to be in with a chance! 


LEEDS CASTLE 

CLASSICAL 

CONCERT 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, . Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 


SUMMER 2016 


www.leedscastleconcert.co.uk 
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Monday - Fri 

28 th March - 1 st April & 4 th - 8 th April 
GREAT FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY 



THE AHMADIYYA MUSLIM COMMUNITY L’K 



Saturday’s & Sunday’s 

26 th & 27 th March, 2 nd & 3 rd , 9 th & 10 th April 

Airfix Make 'n 1 Paint is a great opportunity to try 
your hand at model building in an informal workshop 
environment. 

Included in visitor centre ticket price 


Come visit 
our retail 
shop! 


Great deals 
on products 
fantastic savings! 

Visitor Centre and Retail 
Shop open 7 days a week. 
Visitor Centre ticket prices 
Adult £5, Child (ages 5-15) 
and concessions £2.50 
Shop open 1 Oam - 4 pm 


Come along and 
enjoy the Fun 


www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 




www.facebook.com/ 

hornbymodelrailways 


{ CATE ) 




CORGI * 


Humbrol 




ISLAM 


IS NOTHING 
BUT PEACE 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 
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s expensive Dargain 


PREVIEW: The Tiguan has been popular despite its high price - can the new 
Mark II continue the ‘reassuringly expensive’ success story? 


R ATHER in the way that Stella Artois 
used to be marketed as ‘reassuringly 
expensive’, VW’s Tiguan has deliv¬ 
ered value at a higher price. 

This shows when owners come to 
sell this well-built SUV and find they can claw 
back a big chunk of their original outlay. 

And while cheaper rivals can challenge the 
Tiguan for style, quality and practicality - such as 
the Skoda Yeti and Ford Kuga - surely only badge 
snobbery would tempt anyone to look at dearer 
BMW and Audi models? 

Launched in 2008 with a moniker combining 
tiger with ‘leguan’ - German for an iguana - the 
Tiguan now makes way for a Mark II claimed to 
offer more cabin space plus up to 25 per cent bet¬ 
ter fuel efficiency. 

Interior trimming and style also look more ad¬ 
venturous than before. 

However, the space gains come from a bigger 
on-road footprint: 60mm longer and 30mm wid¬ 
er, with the wheelbase stretched by 77mm to 
2,681mm 

Boot capacity is up too, by 145 litres to 615 with 
rear seats in place, or 1,655 litres when folded. 

Diesel power is currently the only engine 
option, mated with six-speed manual or optional 
six or seven-speed dual-clutch DSG transmission 
- VW’s clever auto ‘box that delivers all the 


driving fun of a manual. 

But VW will offer a plug-in petrol-electric hy¬ 
brid later, using a 154bhp 1.4-litre petrol engine 
plus electric motor for a lively combined output 
of 215bhp and possible range of 575 miles. 

As before, front-wheel drive and 4x4 are both 
offered, with the latter variants featuring 


200mm ground clearance - 11mm better than 
front-driven models. With a nod to the previous 
Tiguan’s Escape version, Mark II 4x4 models are 
offered with an off-road package that brings a 
reworked front bumper to increase the approach 
angle from 18.3 degrees to 25.6 degrees. 

Prices to be confirmed. 
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Kia Ceed - the marque's game changer 


Other Kias outsell the Ceed, but the family hatch series made the hard yards to 
transform the Korean brand’s image, writes Steve Loader... 


K IIA’S latest version of its 
Sportage SUV top seller 
has just hit showrooms. 
The previous model 
re-cast the Korean brand 
in the eyes of UK consumers, 
switching it from value brand to one 
with growing desirability and style. 

But Kia’s No3 seller, the Ceed (from 
£14,805) did all the hard work 
behind the scenes on quality, 
reliability and design and spawned a 
successful family of cars: the 
five-door hatchback, SW estate and 
spin-off Proceed three-door hatch¬ 
back coupe. 

The original Ceed hatch (2007-12) 
was Kia’s first car designed for 
Europe and built there - at a 
state-of-the-art plant in Slovakia - 
and the brand’s confidence in the car 
was such that it pioneered the 
seven-year/100,000-mile warranty 
that now covers all Kias. 

The Mark II raised the game yet 
again, being wholly designed by Kia’s 
German design guru Peter Schreyer, 
creator of the original Audi TT. 

The Ceed Mark II is an elegant car 
and one of the most spacious in class 
for passengers and their luggage, and 
Kia has concentrated on delivering 
the best comfort, in partnership with 
a good driving experience, fine- 



tuned by a facelift last year. 

As a result, only the keenest 
drivers will have a quarrel with the 
Ceed, the vast majority being happy 
at how it soaks up bumps on our 
increasingly poor UK roads. 

The facelift included introduction 
of a turbocharged 1.0-litre three- 
cylinder petrol engine, a format that 


would not have been countenanced a 
few years ago, but is now seen as key 
in the fight back against diesel, 
thanks to its light weight, potential 
frugality and low emissions. 

It still has the characteristic 
uneven beat of a three-pot engine, 
but this is muted and the unit proved 
responsive in all conditions, though I 


fear that the need to rev it even in 
normal traffic conditions means that 
the quoted combined cycle 57.6mpg 
is far from realistic - the car’s 
computer showed my averages were 
in the mid-30s. 

Nevertheless, combined with a 
swift-changing six-speed gearbox, it 
would be an attractive option if not 


Kia Ceed 1.0 T-GDi 
GT-Line Eco 


Price: 

from £19,720 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Mazda 3 


for the premium price, starting at 
£17,805; you could have a Ceed 
diesel of similar performance and 
spec, with better economy, for about 
the same money. 

But there is plenty of other power- 
train choice across the Ceed range, 
plus the option of a DCT (dual-clutch 
transmission) gearbox offering the 
best of both smooth manual and 
automatic gear selection. 

Specifications for the new look Ceed 
line-up are impressive and typically 
generous too, including the racy 
GT-Line trim, as fitted to the test car. 
This includes distinctive ‘ice-cube’ 
LED daytime running lights and 
deeper bumpers on the front, side sill 
mouldings, bespoke alloys, wider 
rear bumper and twin exhausts, and 
a smart and sporty interior 



GO Vauxhall Chislehurst 
Perry Street 
Greater London 
BR76HB 


GO Edenbridge 
Station Road 
Edenbridge 
TN86HL 


GO Sevenoaks 
Mill Road 
Kent 

TN13 2UZ 


0208 2787325 

www.govauxhall.co.uk 


01732 423928 

www.govauxhall.co.uk 


01732 423954 

www.govauxhall.co.uk 


EXCEPTIONALLY STYLISH. 

TREMENDOUSLY AFFORDABLE. 

With 1 year's insurance/ 

Yes, it's a CORSA 

BP 1 - with Advanced Park Assist 

_ 

—LIMITED EDITION 


per month 

+ ADVANCE RENTAL 


1 YEAR’S INSURANCE* 

FREE 21-75 YRS, ONLY £99 18-20 YRS 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall Corsa range: Urban: 38.2 
(7.4) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 58.9 (4.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 48.7 (5.8) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 133 - 85g/km. # 


Personal contract hire offer on Corsa Limited Edition 1.4i 75PS ecoFLEX, 3-Door in Flame Red with Advanced Park Assist and Bi-Xenon headlights, on orders received before 30 June 2016, subject to availability and status. Age 18+ only. Figures based on a non-maintenance contract hire 
package with advance rental of £2,704, then 35 monthly rentals of £169. Excess miles over contracted mileage of 24,000 over 36 months charged at 6.64 pence per mile. Excess charges also apply if you breach manufacturer servicing or maintenance guidelines or if the car exceeds BVRLA 
Fair Wear & Tear guidelines for its age/mileage when it is returned to Vauxhall Leasing. Package includes Road Fund Licence and Vauxhall Assistance. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. Prices and details are subject to change without notice. For full specification and Ts&Cs contact 
your local Retailer. You will not own the car. ALD Automotive Ltd., trading as Vauxhall Leasing, B516 3JA. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. JFirst year insurance offer available on Corsa Limited Edition only, excluding Red and Black Editions. All drivers must 
have held a valid full UK licence for a minimum of 1 year. All policies are underwritten by Ageas Insurance Ltd. Other insurance specific Ts&Cs apply. Drivers aged 18-20 will make a contribution of £99 to their premium and must agree to the fitting of a telematics box to the car: every 3 months, 
your contribution will be reviewed and if you drive well, we will return part of this to you. The policy may be cancelled for excessive speeding or consistently poor driving. Only available through ingenie. The offer will cover the full premium for drivers aged between 21-75 (motor policy only). 
Only available through Vauxhall Insurance. #MPG figures are officialtest data and may not reflect real driving results. Correct at time of going to press. 
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i Kent on Sunday 

jobs24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Be part of our successful team 

Media Sales Office Based Executive 


Here at Archant Kent we are looking for an office based Sales 
Executive based in Ashford to support 

and increase business in our publications in print and online as we 
continue to grow. We are looking for an ambitious person to join our 
successful sales team. Ideally you will be an IT literate individual who 
is tasked focused with a good eye for detail. You must be able to 
communicate well both verbally and in writing. 

With our excellent product training and our continuous development 
programme, we'll show you how to develop first class solutions for 
our customers, cultivate excellent business relationships and present 
effective and innovative ideas that will provide real value and 
response for our customers. 

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL HAVE: 



• A passion for publishing 

• An understanding of brand awareness and advertising solutions 

• The ability to produce and action effective ideas and promotions 

• Resilience and influential communication skills to overcome objections 

• The ability to secure new business and manage existing accounts 


In return we are offering up to £1 8k basic with bonus OTE potential of £8,400. 

The exceptional benefits include five weeks annual leave, and a contributory pension 
and life assurance scheme (after qualifying period). A wide range of voluntary 
benefits include a cycle scheme, childcare vouchers, contributory private health 
scheme and Archant Gold (charity matched funding). 


If you think you have the talent we require, you are ambitious, target driven and 
want to be part of our growth plans then we want to hear from you immediately. 


To find out more: 

www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 
or email: employment@archant.co.uk 


archant| 

^Kent on Sunday 

Kent Life 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have 
state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the 
following staff: 

Staff Nurse - Ward - Margate 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 11 /04/2016 

Salary: £23,000 - £27,000 

Dependent on qualifications and experience 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and 
understanding of surgical/medical procedures 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Liz 
Justice, Ward Manager on 01843 234552. 

Interviews to be held on 18/04/2016 & 19/04/2016. 

For a job description and application form please visit 
www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Mathew Thomas, HR Assistant Apprentice 

Telephone: 01304 222690 

E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 

Previous applicants for this specific role need not apply. 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
These positions are subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


s pe." c ?r,y 


JOBS UPDATED 
EVERY HOUR 



Fill your job 
vacancies 


fast 


To advertise 
in this section 

r 0845 671 4460 
and 020 8477 3720 

email 

ia.co.uk 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 
NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF 
APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 

Proposed development at: Land east of Ashford Road, 
Ashford Road, New Romney, Kent 

Take notice that an application is being made by: Carter Jonas 
on behalf of Gladman Developments Ltd. 

For planning permission to: Outline application for up to 
117 dwellings, new proposed vehicular access arrangements, 
parking, flood attenuation, open space including the retention 
of the 0.7 hectares of existing playing fields and associated 
works. 

Local Planning Authority to whom the application is being 
submitted: Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle 
Hill Avenue,Folkestone, CT20 2QY 

Any owner of the land or tenant who wishes to make 
representations about this application should write to the 
council within 21 days of the date of this notice. 

Date:30th March 2016 

Statement of owners’ rights: The grant of planning permission 
does not affect owners’ rights to retain or dispose of their 
property, unless there is some provision to the contrary in an 
agreement or lease. 

Statement of agricultural tenants’ rights: The grant of 
planning permission for non-agricultural development may 
affect agricultural tenants’ security of tenure. 

‘Owner’ means a person having a freehold interest or a 
leasehold interest the unexpired term of which is not less 
than seven years. ‘Tenant’ means a tenant of an agricultural 
holding any part of which is comprised in the land. 
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Sport 


Eagles pick up 
Margate striker 

Freddie Ladapo signed for the Premier League side this week 



Football 


By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


PREMIER League strugglers Crystal 
Palace have signed one of Margate’s 
young talents this week. 

Gate striker Freddie Ladapo signed 
for the eagles this week after a succes- 
ful season with the east Kent side. 

The former-Colchester striker had 
been linked with a move away from 
Margate in January, with interest re¬ 
portedly from Dagenham & Red¬ 
bridge and Grimsby Town, but team¬ 
mates were delighted to see the player 
stay on for most of the season. 

Ladapo joined Nikki Hunt’s side 
from Kidderminster Harriers in 2015, 
scoring 23 goals in just under 50 
games. 

And he scored the first goal of the 
manager’s reign at the club, in a 1-0 
win against Gosport in December. 

But following a trial with the east 
London club, Ladapo impressed boss 
Alan Pardew, scoring a hat-trick in 
an under 21s match for the eagles. 

The move comes the week after 
Margate’s former chairman Bob Las- 
lett stepped down. 

Mr Laslett passed on the role to 
former director John Webb, who has 
been involved with the club’s youth 
for the past two years. 

Ladapo joins Pardew’s side facing a 
relegation battle. 

Despite a strong start to the season 
and big-name signings including 
former Arsenal and Manchester City 
forward Emmanuel Adebayor, Crys¬ 
tal Palace have not won a league 
game this year, and now find them¬ 
selves in 16th place, seven points 


clear of Sunderland. 

The 2 3-year-old leaves Hartsdown 
Park with Margate in the middle of a 
bad run of form, without a win in 
their last seven games. 

A statement on the club’s website 
read: “Freddie’s most accomplished 
display while in a Gate shirt was un- 


Picture: ARCHANT 

doubtedly this season as he shone in 
Margate’s 2-1 away win at Ebbsfleet 
United. 

“Everyone at Margate Football Club 
would like to thank Freddie for his 
contribution to Margate over the past 
14 months and wish him the very 
best for future endeavours.” 


All square at Ebbsfleet in north Kent derby 


Football 


NORTH Kent’s promotion hopefuls 
battled it out on Easter Monday as 
Ebbsfleet United hosted Dartford. 

Nearly 2,500 fans watched on 
from the stands as the home side 
aims to win the National League 
South title. 

League-leaders and play-off 
pushers failed to find a rhythm in a 
cagey start to the match, with both 
teams struggling to get control of the 
ball in the strong-winds. 

As the first half drew to a close, 
Fleet striker Matt Godden picked up 
the ball on the edge of the Dartford 
box, batting off attention from 
defenders. 

Godden cut inside, loosing a shot 
that arrowed into the right hand 



HOME: Ebbsfleet United’s 
Stonebridge Road 

corner past Ibrahim to give the home 
side the lead. 


Before the close of the half, the 
Darts keeper was called into action 
again moments later, as Godden’s first 
time touch failed to connect properly 
with an Aaron McLean pass. 

Coming out for the second half, 
Dartford came straight back into the 
game as they continue their bid to 
return to the National League. 

Two minutes in, a move from the 
away-side found Ryan Hayes in 
space. 

His first shot was matched by 
Nathan Ashmore between the sticks, 
but the winger managed to tap in the 
rebound. 

The result leaves Ebbsfleet five 
points clear of second place Maid¬ 
stone United, who have two games in 
hand, while Dartford are three 
points off the play-off places heading 
into this weekend’s games. 


j_ V i. »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 
QpOlT dnorts or call Jamie Weir on 01233 653481 


Gills to host side that 
beat them 4-1 last year 


PLAY-OFF hopefuls Gillingham will 
entertain Coventry City this weekend, 

Four months on from the crushing 4-1 
defeat to the Sky Blues, Justin Edinburgh’s 
side will be looking to pick up points as 
they chase Burton and Wigan in the 
automatic promotion places. 

Following their win on Monday, the Gills 
are currently fourth in League One, eight 
points off second-placed Wigan. 

With a game in hand the side has a 
chance to walk into the Championship 
without the risk of the play-offs. 

When the two sides last met, four goals 
inside 10 minutes, including a hat-trick 
from Coventry’s on-loan striker Jacob 
Murphy dealt the Gills their heaviest defeat 
of the season. 

But Tony Mowbray’s Coventry side have 
only managed to pick up two away wins in 
the league since the two sides last met in 
November. 

Gillingham will host 10th placed 
Coventry City at the MEMS Priestfield 
Stadium at 3pm today (Saturday). 



HOME : Gills take on Coventry 



TOGETHER: 10-year-old Tazmin Pearson riding D’Amour D’Amerrier 


Deal girl wins grand 
prix at national show 


A DEAL schoolgirl made easy work of 
the competition at a national 
showjumping competition. 

Ten-year-old Tazmin Pearson 
came top out of 24 competitors, 
finishing a jump-off in 28.48 secs. 

Tazmin won the 11-year-old and 
under grand prix at Bury Farm 
Equestrian Village in Buckingham¬ 
shire where the Pony of the 
Year Show was held across the 


four-day Easter weekend. 

Rider Tazmin commented on the 
partnership between her and her 
nine-year-old blue roan mare, 
D’Amour D’Amerrier. 

She said: “Sometimes she’s very 
hard to turn, but today was the best 
we’ve ever done.” 

Tazmin inherited the nine-year- 
old mare from her cousin and owner 
Jodie Randall 18 months ago. 


Margate star Kent’s number one 


A MARGATE youngster has been 
selected as Kent’s number one for 
lawn tennis. 

Mia Otley, 8, has taken the number 
one spot in the county-wide rankings 
for her age group. 

Having trained through the 
coaching system at Margate Lawn 
Tennis Club, the club is looking for 
the young talent to meet her 
promising level of potential. 


Head coach Gavid Wickers said: 
“Mia has trained and competed very 
hard and now has the ranking she 
deserves. 

“I often observe Mia’s skills now 
and compare them to when she first 
started, it gives me and my tennis 
leaders a huge sense of pride. 

“We help drive the essential 
motivation that is helping our other 
juniors to reach their potential.” 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport x Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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CROs! 

UP TO 80% OFF 


Upholstery - Sofas & Chairs 

Vincent Shepperd "Joe" chair, lloyd loom, including cushion 
Rolf Benz corner sofa group in cream fabric with walnut legs 
^Flu i hu i i.t/ ' ehair a borg CQJ^-lyl odQn frame c l assic iJ i dir~ 


wells 

BEDDING & INTERIORS 

The furniture experts since 1925 

44 High Street,Royal, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
TNI 1XF 
01892 535555 


"Beaulieu"chair in smart blue striped fabric 

Flimolla - "cosy forrr f^one ^yQ<[jQi indium icdinu in cream loat hed 


Bedframes & Headboards 

Grange Consulat king-size "criss cross" bedstead in solid cherrywood 
~Snppr king size lQQcm "\Ai^ 0^0 ! brass classic design headboard- 
Single Belmont headboard 

Bedroom Furniture 

Penshurst corner wardrobe system by Lawrence Walsh 
Penshurst tall boy 
Camden 2 drawer bedside chest 
Stratford two door wardrobe by Lawrence Walsh 
Stratford two door wardrobe with additional shelf unit 

Lounge & Dining Room Furniture 

Skovby M101 modern gate leg table with storage & 2 chairs 
Lloyd loom "Joe" kitchen stool in bright red 

HuLsta Simia media / lounge shelving scheme in ash and white lacquer 
finish complete with integral Lighting a stunning display! 

Grange Directoire classic french round solid cherrywood table & 4 chairs 
Tom Schneider modern glass/walnut table & 6 chairs in suede 

THE BEST BEDS. THE BEST PRICES. GUARANTEED. Plus free delivery and up to 3 years 0% APR free credit! 


was £789 

now £395 

ONLY ONE! 

SAVING! 

50% 

mrrp £8,265 

now £3,995 

ONLY ONE! 

51% 

was £1,244 

now £248 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

was £ 1,465 

now £595 

ONLY ONE! 

59% 

mrrp £2,185now £1,095 each 

ONLY ONE! 

50% 

was £2,598 

now £995 

ONLY ONE! 

60% 

mrrp £2,363 

now £469 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

was £1,595 

now £395 

ONLY ONE! 

75% 

mrrp £138 

now £27 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

mrrp £11,020 

now £4,995 

ONLY ONE! 

55% 

mrrp £1,280 

now £549 

ONLY ONE! 

55% 

mrrp £500 

now £100 

ONLY ONE! 

80% 

mrrp £1,695 

now £675 

ONLY ONE! 

60% 

mrrp £2,785 

now £1,095 

ONLY ONE! 

63% 

mrrp £1,817 

now £895 

ONLY ONE! 

50% 

mrrp £495 

now £250 

ONLY ONE! 

50% 

mrrp £7,672 

now £2,995 

ONLY ONE! 

60% 

mrrp £6,121 

now £2,495 

ONLY ONE! 

59% 

mrrp £4,779 

now £2,389 

ONLY ONE! 

50% 






PRICE 
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We are so confident that our extensive 
range of furniture represents the very best 
value for money that in the unlikely event 
of finding an identical product elsewhere 
at a lower price , we PROMISE to match , or 
better any deal on a like-for-like basis , at 
the point of order...even internet offers! 


ALL OF OUR BEDS & FURNITURE 
ARE INCLUDED IN THE BLUE CROSS SALE 

WELLS REYLON BEDS ARE ALL 50% OFF 
VISPRING UP TO 50% OFF 
TEMPUR BEDS UP TO 50% OFF 
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